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5.1 INTRODUCTION

The Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) is the financial instrument established by the European Union
(EC Regulation n. 1085/2006) to assist Candidate Countries and Potential Candidate Countries
(beneficiary Countries) in their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European
Union, including where appropriate the "acquis communautaire”, with a view to membership,

Component It of this Instrument finances initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States
and beneficiary Countries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability,
security and prosperity in the mutual interest of all the Countries concerned, and to encourage their
harmonious, balanced and sustainable development.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European- Union, for all -coastal
Member (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and non-Member States {Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia), hereafter “Participating Countries”, because of the close historical,
geographical, cultural, social and economic linkages.

As stated in the Operational Programme, the general objective of the IPA Adriatic Cross-border
Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, “Programme") is to strengthen the sustainable
development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed strategy of actions among the partners
of the eligible territories. , - B

Under this general objective, specific themes are identified by the Joint Monitoring Committee as
being particularly important for all territories of the Programme space. This targeted call for proposals:
s launched aiming to elaborate “Strategic projects” corresponding fo the mentioned themes.

. Characteristics of Strategic projects

‘Strategic projects shall aim at producing a wide impact and optimising the effects of the Programme
on the Adriatic basin. They must demonstrate their strategic dimension by presenting high standards
regarding these important features:

a) Compliance with European, national and regional policies: strafegic refevance

Strategic projects must deal with the problems and/or opportunities that reflect the real needs of the
Programme area, are of common interest and have a high relevance to the entire or a large part of the
Adriatic Sea area with its hinterland (the so called “sea-basin approach”). They must be developed in
compliance with EU, national and regional policies of the Participating Countries where special
attention is given to the EU Directives relating to the Adriatic sea-basin. The strategic projects must
show how they will contribute to implement the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas; where it is possible
an opening towards Community policies regarding “Europe 2020", as a new strategy, is
recommended. Strategic projecis should also ensure equal opportunities between men and women
and to avoid all kinds of discrimination. - -

B) Capitalization ‘ '

It is essential that Strategic projects are built on the basis of a thorough knowledge of
local/national/European existing situation in the particular thematic area, that they take into account
public policies as well as the experiences and results from past and running projects from different EU,
national or sub-national funded Programmes implemented in the geographical area concerned.

Where possible, strategic projects should be connected with existing initiatives and Programmes and
forge links to other similar running projects in the Adriatic area in order to generate significant added
value and gain synergies. Therefore, Strategic projects are advised to take into account results
achieved and problems solutions solved by projects implemented during the 2000-2006 programming
period, especially in the cooperation area of the Programme {ERDF, CARDs and Neighbourhood
Programmes) and in the same "Strategic theme”. Strategic projects pariners are invited to also
consider innovative projects implemented in other on-going Programmes that involve the eligible
cooperation Programme area (Transnational ETC Programmmes, ENP! CBC Mediterranean
Programme, Cross border ETC and IPA CBC Programmes).
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c) Significant and long-lasting impact on the cooperation area
Strategic projects must have the widest geographical coverage possible involving partners from many
Participating Countries and involve the most relevant partners able and committed to achieve the
envisaged outputs and resulis.

Strategic .projects should have a positive long-lasting impact in the cooperation area and wath the
possibility fo extend their effects beyond project targeted area, beyond the actual contents of the
project and beyond the lifetime of IPA funding and make a relevant contribution to the Programme
specific objectives:
~a} to produce a leverage effect on fi nancial resources to catalyse other private and/or public
financing and human resources;
b) to permit the consolidation and the stabilization of the partnership regarding the strategy
development priorities of the territories, ‘
¢) tocreate permanent cooperation opportunities;
d) to bring about positive changes in stakeholders’ behaviour.

e} Tangible and visible results
Results of Strategic projects have to produce concrete benefits, dlrectly or indirectly to the whole ora
large part of the Programme area through a wider dissemination (e.g. common methods, results of
pilot projects made available to all pariners, benchmarks, exchange of best practices, experiences of
exnstmg cooperation, etc.).

Strategic projects sheould aim for visible and tangible results and measurable outcomes. They shall
not be limited only to produce information and analyses with a theoretical approach but they should be
performed for the purpose of support or guidance towards concrete results of a prOJect Strategic
project could also pave the way to future major mvestments

Strategic projects must have tangible impact on actors and territories, fostermg consolidation and
stahilization of the partnershlp as to strategy development priorities in the territories and being
transferable in other iPA regions.

f) Strong and coherent partnership
Strategic projects shall allow for the building of active high-quality parinerships around key actors who
have competences in the Strategic themes, involving decision makers, thematic experts, specialised
bodies and end-users. As a result, partnership should be diverse and complementary and should refer
to @ multi-evel governance model as well as fo a multi-dimensional governance system. Besides,
strong cross-border cooperation must be ensured with harmonious, fair and balanced involvement of
all partners.

There must be a strict relation between project objectives and the institutional, administrative and
technical competences of pariners. Partners must take a commitment among them for the
achieverment of expected results. Each project pariner should have a clearly defi ned role in the-
project, described in the project work packages.

d) Sustainability of results
Strategic projects must ensure that the results achleved will be further sustained after the end of the
project. Partners should be able to generate effects in the midflong term, also by producing a lever
effect on financial resources involving other private andfor public donors/investors. Moreover they
should seek to reinforce focal ownership of project benefits, introduce project practises and resulis in
everyday practice and further strengthen the institutional framework of the project, by extending its
footprint and involving a broad number of relevant stakeholders.
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5. 2. ELIGIBLE PROGRAMME STRATEGIC THEME<S>

This Call concerns Strategic projects referred to Priority 1 of the Programme: “Economic, social and
institutional cooperation”. It aims at strengthening research and innovation to facilitate development of
the Adriatic area through economic, social and institutional cooperation. Economic, social and
institutional cooperation is intended to develop research and innovation capacity, creation and
application of knowledge with an impact on growing and generating competitiveness in the territorial
and productive economic systems. : ~

A Strategic Project developed under Priority 1 shall refer the following strategic theme: “Innovation as
key for econamic development in the Adriatic area.” :

5.3 GRANTS AVAILABLE

The Priority 1 budget foreseen for this Call for proposals is up to 12.500.000,00 EUR (twelve millions
and five hundred thousand EUR), 10.625.000,00 EUR (85%) of which ensured by Comrmunity IPA

funds and 1.875.000,00 EUR (15%) of which ensured by the national co-financing.

The number of projects financed will depend on the JMC final decision for allocation of funds available
for this Call. -

The Joint Monitoring Commiittee (JMC) has the right not to grant any project under each Strategic
Theme, if no project proposal under that Strategic Theme is eligible for funding, as well as, the Joint
Monitoring Committee reserves the right to reduce or increase the funds for this Call having regard the
available Programme financial resources when the final decision will be taken. '

5.4 PROJECT CONTENT

The content of Strategic projects must be referred to the Strategic theme eligible for this Call,
-otherwise the whole project will be rejected. -

Strategic theme is outlined in detail in the specification here enclosed in Annex |, as integral parts of
this Call. A project proposal has to be consistent with the specific ohjectives of the Strategic Theme
concerned as defined in the Terms of Reference. .

The financial size of the project should truly reflect the activities foreseen in the work plan. The
projects should be managed in compliance with the principles of sound financial management. The
estimated project budget must be indicated in EUR, also by partners established in Participating
Countries having a different currency. :

Cooperation among the project partners has to be clearly described in the Strategic Project Proposal
and implemented involving all of the following modalities: .
Joint development.

Joint implemeniation.

Joint staffing.
Joint financing.

[F N ]

[ ]

The meaning and the details of the list of matters, above mentioned, are given in Section 6.2.4 of the
Applicants’ Manual. Please, refer to that Section on description of the Strategic Project Proposal
content. '

Strategic projects should be performed in accordance with the pariner's characteristics on the basis of
the following criteria (at least): :
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1. Representativeness:

= Territorial coverage. .

= _ Capacity of developing activities that meet a general interest.

« Capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization.

»  Capacily in achieving the outputs and results.

Cross border dimension.

‘Capacity of awareness raising, spreading and capitapitazation of achievements..

Capacity to promote sustainability, secure the continuation of project benefits after the
completion of the project and maximize its impact.

LYEIN

The total project budget cannot be modified more than 20% of the budget previously defined, and
specific objectives of project cannot be modified between the 1% and 2™ step of selection procedure.

Also, the name of the project proposal {title and acronym included} cannot be modified between the 1
and the 2™ step procedure, otherwise the project will be considered as a new proposal and will be not
accepted inwhole. '

The “strategic partnership” should be identified already at the 1% step. Lead Applicants invited to the
2™ step procedure may, in duly justified circumstances, replace former Final Beneficiary under the
condition that such replacing is taken within the same Participating Country originally involved or may
add a new Final Beneficiary where an invitation from JMC has been received.

In any case an excluded project partner cannot be replaced with a new partner within the same step of
the selection procedure, as well as, the Lead Applicant cannot be replaced with a new Lead outside
from the case of legal succession and the matters pertaining thereto.

in order to be eligiblé, a Strategic Project must involve at least 6 partners representing at least 6
Participating Countries among Member States and IPA beneficiary Countries.

With the aim to optimize the project management, this Call recommends to invelve not more than 18
partners faor each Strategic project. ' :

All project partners must have an active role in the project. Any of them cannot act as an agent or as
a supplier of another project partner. In such cases the related expenditures will not be eligible.
According to Article 96 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the project partners must appoint a lead partner
among themselves prior to the submission of the Strategic project proposal. The Lead pariner/Lead
Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:

o it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the project pariners in an agreement
comprising, infer alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financial management of the funds
allocated to the project, including the arrangements for recovering amounts unduly paid;

o it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire project

o it shall be responsible for transferring the IPA contribution to the project partners; _

o it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the project pariners has been paid for the
purpose of implementing the project and corresponds to the activities agreed among the project
partnership; '

a it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the project partners has been validated by the
controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.

Final Strategic Projects should be well-structured with a work plan where objectives, action, activities,
partners engaged and responsibilities, duration and results have to be clearly detailed and described.
The work plan has to be structured in different Work Packages (WPs) as required by the Annex |
herein.

The work pian is then based on two categories of work packages:
o Horizontal Work Packages related to the management of the project, to communication and
dissernination activities and to capitalization of results (Work Packages 0, 1, 2 and 3);
» Technical Work Packages focused on the concrete implementation of the activities of the
project.
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Work packages related to the management of the project, to communication and dissemination
activities and to capitalization of results (Work Packages 1, 2 and 3) are compulsory, whilst the
Technical Work Packages shall be developed by Applicants taking into consideration the compulsory
and suggested activities listed in the Terms of Reference.

Each project proposal must clearly specify the concrete outputs and strategic results they aim to
produce and the actions necessary to achieve them. More details are given in the Applicants’ Manual.

fn order to support the achievement of the objectives of the project, and in particular where the
implementation of the project proposed by the project partners require financial support to be given to
third parties, the project partners may propose awarding sub-grants.

Sub-granting is part of the type of actions that can be implemented in the framework of the
Programme. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the project and it must be duly
justified. : '

In case where the project partners foresee to award sub-grants, it has to be specified in the project
proposal (in the 1% step) which Final Beneficiaries intend to sub-grant a limited part of the Programme
Contribution required, the list of type of activities to which sub-granting is addressed, the objectives
and results to be obtained and the total amount of the grant.

In the preparation of final project proposal for 2™ step, where a sub-granting implementation modality
will be foreseen the project partner shall strictly defined the conditions for sub-granting (specify the
maximum amount per sub-grant and the criteria for determining the exact amount) in order {o leave no
room for discretion as well as the criteria for the selection of third parties (sub-beneficiaries) which
must be carried out only by public calls.

The total amount that a Final Beneficiary can sub-grant to third parties is limited to € 100.000 with a
maximum of € 10.000 per each third party.

A Strategic Project must have a duration of at least 24 months but in any case they must be
concluded by March 31, 2016, regardiess of their duration, otherwise the proposal will be rejected

§.5. PROJECT SIZE AND CO-FINANCING RATE

The total project budget for Strategic Projects must respect the following thresholds of value:
o Wlinimum total Project budget: 5,000.000,00 EUR.
&  Maximum total Project budget: 12.500.000,00 EUR.

As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary budget cannot exceed 40% of the total project budget and
must have a minimum total budget of 160.000 EUR..

Total project budget includes the Programme Contribution (IPA funds and national co—ﬁﬁancing) and
Finai Beneficiary's own contribution, if the Beneficiary is acting in the project as undertaking.

- The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total Prbgrarnme contribution while 15% of the total
Programme contribution is guaranteed by the national co-financing by each Final Beneficiary,
according to the system applied by each Participating Country.

The national co-financing coniribution does not include own édditiona! and voluntary contributions,
which are not part of the Programme contribution.

State aid can be granted to Final Beneficiaries (not to the Lead Beneficiaries) only under-the “de
minimis” rule. In such case, the maximum aid intensity is equal to 85% of the grant that would have
been assigned if the Beneficiary was not acting in the project as an undertaking. Final Beneficiaries
must declare if they are or not acting in the project by making undertaking activities by using the ‘de
minimis" Declaration form published in the Programme website, ; :




IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013
B e e Call for Strategic Project Proposals — Priority 1

| 5:6. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FINAL BENEFICIARIES .

6.1. Eligibility criteria for project partner
As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary should be a:

1) body or firm, whether public or private, as follows:

A. Public bodies. Legal entities established under public law.

B. Private organizations, governed by national private law, They include:

a) non-enterprise organizations (for i.e., non-profit organizations, foundations, research
centres and other simitar mstltut;ons) and
b) small and medium sized enterprises .

C. Bodies governed by public law. This is a conceptual category of entities established
under private law but governed by public law if they meet all the criteria required under
Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18]EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31
March 2004,

Thereof, a ‘body governed by public law’ means anybody

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general inferest®, not
having_an industrial or commercial character:

b) having a legal personality; and

c) financed, for the most part, by the State. regional or local autharities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bodies; or
having an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, of which more than_half
members are appointed by the State, regicnal or local authorities, or by other bodies

governed by public [aw.

2) established in one of the Programme participating country and
3) with legal personality.

Consultancy companies having both, in their business activities and within the project, as main
scope the provision of project coordination, management, communication or knowledge management
services (i.e.: activities to be implemented within the Work Package 6, 1, 2, 3, etc.) should not be
involved as project partner. -

An entity that applies as Lead partner or project partner which is part of an eligible legal person (as a
Department, Faculty, Institute or a administrative functional unit with administrative, financial and/or
contracting autonomy but without own legal personality) represents in the project proposal the
institution in whaole.

International organizations® are not eligible to apply as Final Beneficiaries but only as associated
institutions as described in Section 6.2.

A private arganisation has to be considered an enterprise if it complies with the considerations of the whereas n. 3 of the
Commission Recommendation (2003/361/EC) of 06/05/2003 (nolified under document number C{2003} 1422). For more delalls,
see § 5.1.1 "Pardner legal status” of the Applicants’ Manual.

% The mearing of the term is referred to the definition used in Annex 1 “Definitian of Terms” of White Book of European
Commission on Services of General Interesis - COM(2004) 374 def. For more details, see § 5.1.1 "Partner legal status” of the
Applicants’ Manual,

3 ‘The term Is based on the definition given under Article 43.2 of Commission Regulation (EC, Euratomn) No. 2342/2002. For
more details, see § 5.1.1 *Partner legal status” of the Applicants’ Manual.
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6.2. Associated Institution

Any interested institution/legal entity can also be involved in the strategic project as observers with
associate status without financially contributing to the project. As they are not Final Beneficiaries,
associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established by this Call.

6.3. Eligibility of Serbian partners

Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out condition: it means
that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in projects that involve institutional cooperation
initiatives and their participation regards the following relevant areas: :

1) Science and Research, Innovation, Environment, Education, Culture, Tourism, Economic
Regional Development, Governance and Public Administration.

The expenditures of Serbian Final Beneficiaries are eligible at the latest until 31% December 2015,
Serbian SMEs are not eligible as Final Beneficiaries.

6.4. Grounds for exclusion of praject partner

A project pariner will be excluded from project partnership if it falls into at least one of the following
situations; '

a. is bankrupt or being wound up, is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered
into agreement with creditors, has suspended business activities, is the subject of
proceedings concerning the matters, or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar

. brocedure provided for in national legisiation or regulations; ‘

b. has been convicted of an offence concerning professional conduct by a judgment which, in
accordance with legal provisions of the State, has the force of res judicaia;

c. has been guilty of grave professional misconduct that the Managing Authority can verify by
any means; .

d. has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the
payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the Country in which it is
established or the Country of the Managing Authority or the Country where the activities are
to be performed;

e. has been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption,
involvement in a criminal association or any other illegal activity detrimental to the
Communities’ financial interests;

f. has been declared, referring to other procurement procedure or grant award procedure
financed by the Community’s budget, to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply
with its contractual obligations; '

g- itis currently subject to an administrative penalty for being in serious breach of its obligations
under any subsidy contract covered by the EU budget or for being guilty of misrepresentation
in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority as a condition to receive the
grant or fails to supply this information. '

The cases referred to in point (e) applicable are the following:

1. cases of fraud as referred to in Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European
Communities' financial interests drawn up by the Council Act of 26 July 1995%

“0J € 316, 27.11.1995, p.48.
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2. cases of corruption as referred to in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption
involving officials of -the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European
Union, drawn up by the Council Act of 26 May 1997°;

3. cases of participation in .3 criminal organization, as defined in Article 2(1) of Joint Action
98/733/JHA of the Council®;

4. cases of money laundering as defined in Article 1 of Council Directive 91/308/EEC’.

The exclusion criteria are also related to the natural person who acts as a representative, including
presidents, directors, managers or any person with powers of representation in relation to the project
partner.

A project partner will be excluded also if during the project selection procedure:

‘o _a conflict of interests will be detected towards a member of Joint Monitoring Commlttee or an
expert assessor involved in the assessment procedure;

o any person related to the project partner's organization has attempted to obtain confidential
information or influence any member of Joint Monitoring Committee or any expert assessor
involved in the assessment procedure;

o itis guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority
or by the Joint Technical Secretariat in order to obtain an unfair admission to the Call.

Also, a praject partner will be not admitted to when it has not provided the:
1. Expression of Interest {not for Lead Applicants),
2. “de minimis” Declaration (not for Lead Applicants),

3. Declaration of the Lead Applicant (only for Lead Applicanis).

6.5. Lead Beneficiary eligibility criteria

Only public bodies and bodies governed by public law should assume the role of Lead Beneficiary in
the Strategic projects admitted to this Call.

l.ead Beneficiary cannot be eligible for grants if it falls under the “de minimis" regime as ruled in the
Section 5 of this Call.

If a body is involved in more than one Strategic Project Proposal in the same Call for Strategic
Projects Proposals, as a Lead Applicant, the following Strategic Projects Proposals submitted will be
considered not admissible and therefore they will be rejected.

Where a Lead Appllicant is not eligible or admissible to this Call, the whole Application will be rejected.

| 5. 7. PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, Jtaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level territories of the participating Candidate Countries
(Montenegro), Acceding Country (Croatia) and of the Potential Candidate Countries (Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina) on the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory.

5OJC195 25.6.1997, p.1.

S 0J L 351, 29.12.1998, p.1. Joint Action of 21 December 1998 making it a criminal offence to participale in a criminal
organisation in the Member States of the European Union.
T QJ L. 168, 28.6.1991, p. 77. Directive of 10 June 1981, as amended by Directive 2001/97/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 4 December 2001 {OJ L 344, 28:12.2001, p.76).

-10 -
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According to the Article 97 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits dercgation to the
territorial eligibiiity rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. However, this does not mean that a fixed share of 20%
of the Programme budget is reserved for partners from these areas. The cross border added value of
participation of partners from these areas will be assessed on project basis. In case this limit is
reached, the JMC will not finance, iotally or partly, expenditures incurred in territorial derogation areas.

The detailed list of the eligible territories {(with the territorial derogations) is the following:

¢ Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia. )

= HMaly; Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forli-Cesena, Ravenna, Rimini,
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Fermo, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Teramo, Campobasso,
Bari, Brindisi, Foggia, Barletta-Andria-Trani and Lecce. Territorial derogation: L'Aquila,
Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranto. . ‘

Slovenia; Obalno-kraska regija. Territorial derogation: Goriska regija and Notranjsko-kragka
regija.

s Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra; Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik—Knin;-Split«DaImatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County. '

Albania: Fier, Durrés, Lezhe, Shkodér, Tiran&, and Vioré,

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Bileca, Capljina, Citluk, Gacko, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
Livno, Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,
Stolac, Berkovici, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Istoéni Mostar. Territorial derogation; Sarajevo
Region, North-West Region and Central Region.

Montenegro: Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kotor, Niksic, Podgorica, Ulcinj and
Tivat. Territorial derogation: Plievija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RoZaje, Plav, Andrifevica, Kolasin,
Mojkovac, Savnik, Zabijak, and PluZine. ' -

2  Serbia: whole territory (under phasing outf condition). -

4
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As general principle, the operation must be implemented in the Programme eligible area above
described. :

Project partners with their registered office located outside the Programme eligible area, can
participate with a regional/local branch office located in the Programme eligible area.

The term “branch” office means any “fixed establishment”, which, according to Reg. (EC) No
282/2011, is other than the registered office, “characterized by a sufficient degree of permanence and
a suitable structure in terms of human and technical resources to enable it to receive and use the
services supplied to it for its own needs”.

Where the beneficiary is located outside the Programme eligible area but participate with a
regional/local branch office located in the Programme eligible area, it must explain its role in the
Programme area and where it operates in the eligible area with a branch office. Therefore, it has to
provide the following proofs:
e atieast one year of operation of the local organisational unit in the Prograrmime area must be
justified with administrative or accounting documentation; and ‘
e the leader of the branch office must be an authorised representative of the final beneficiary,
entitled to act for the implementation of the project activities.

§. 8. ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURE

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Final Beneficiaries from Greece, ltaly and Slovenia if
incurred on or after the 1% January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia if incurred from the date of the signature of Financing Agreements®

8 According to the term regarding the *ENTRY INTO FORCE", these Agreements have entered into fofce on the date of
signature. Where the Parties have signed on different dates, the Agreement was enlered into force on the date of signaiure by
the second of the two Parties. ' :
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between each of these Countries and the European Commission. These dates are specified in the
section 5.2. “Period of eligibility of expenditures” of Programme Management and Control Manual as a
reference document of this Call.

Costs in the project budget sheets must be foreseen in Euro currency and are considered eligible for
reimbursemant by the Programme when they are incurred in compliance with the rules set out in
Chapters 4 ‘Compliance with EU Policies and other rules” and 5 "Project expenditure and applicable
rules” of the Programme Management and Control Manual.

Shared costs are not eligible for this Call.

Expenditures are considered to be incurred In the place where the Final Beneficiary has its
registered office or, if the Call rules for the branch office are respected, where it has located its
branch ofiice. For meeting/event and expenditure in tangible assets, the location of the
meeting/event and of the tangible asset will be taken into consideration.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditures incurred outside the Programme area as defined
above, may be eligible provided that both following conditions are respected: :
1. the project could only achieve its objectives with that expenditures (art. 97.1 second sub-
paragraph of Reg. (EC) 718/2007 as amended by Reg. (EC) 80/2010) and

2. theexpenditures have been previously authorized in compliance with art. 97.2 of Reg. (EC)
71812007, ‘ :

This can be the case of National and regional public authorities or bodies governed by public law
which are bcated outside the eligible area, and have neither a branch office in it, but which can be
necessary for the achievements of the project objectives due to their competences in the area, or their
particular tasks/experience. ' '

§.9. RESPONSIBLE OF SELECTION PROCEDURES MANAGEMENT

According to the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call is the Abruzzo Region of the italian Repubiic, “Direzione
Affari deffa Presidenza, Politiche Legislative e Comunitarie Programmazione, Parchi, Territorio,
Valutazioni ambientali, Energia - Servizio Altivita Internazionali” and its representative in charge as
Managing Authority.

§.10. SELECTION PROCEDURES

In compliance with the Section 4.7 of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme and with Section 4.1 2.1 of its
Implementation Manual, a two-step selection procedure is applied for the selection of Strategic
Projects. Under the first step, a targeted open call allows all potential eligible Final Beneficiaries to
apply to this Call by submitting a Strategic Project Proposal. Only the Projects that have been selected
at the end of the first step procedure, will be invited to submit the Final Strategic Project Proposal
under the second step selection procedure.

In compliance with article 110.5.f) of the IPA Implementing Regulation, the JMC is responsible for
selecting operations, previously admitted to the guality assessment phase, while the Managing
Authority is responsible for whole application formal checks.

The Managing Authority/JTS may ask fo the Lead Applicant to provide additional information,
documents or to clarify the supporting documents submitted in connection with the single step
procedure, in particular in the case of obvious clerical errors. If necessary o better achieve the formal
checks, the MA/JTS could require, also to the Programme National Authorities/Coardinator, to provide
documents that might integrate the evidential documents provided by the Final Beneficiaries.

-12-
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The Managing Authority/dTS will notify the requirement to the Lead Applicant onty by fax, The same
documents and information will not be required to be provided more than once during the whole
selection procedure. The MA will keep appropriate records of contacts with Lead Applicants during the
whole selection procedure. Lead Applicant must provide the information, clarification or document
within the expiration term as required.

The formal admissibility checks under both the two step procedures will be based on the criteria set
in Section 13 of this Call. ' '

The quality assessment of project proposals for each step of the selection procedure will be based
on the specific assessment criteria set in Section 14. '

Proposals not fulfilling all the formal admissibility requirements will be rejected and will not be admitted
to the quality assessment under the concerned step of the procedure (1% or 2™ Step). Lead Applicants
wiil be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal assessment phase.

The maximum score for quality assessment under the 7° Step of the selection procedure is 75
points, resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid. A project
proposal will not be eligible to be invited to the 2° Step procedure if it achieves a score lower than 70%
of the maximum score. ' _

At the end of the 1° Step df the s.election procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single
ranking list of all the project proposals eligible to be invited to the 2° Step procedure. :

The first 5 projects of the ranking list with the highest scores will be invited to the 2° Step of the
selection procedure.

In case two or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that achieve the
higher score under the Section C “Quality of the proposal partnership” of the evaluation grid. in case of
further equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of
the evaltuation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence: Section A “Consistency with
the Programme strategy”; Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section D "Quality of
the intervention and value for money". A

Lead Applicants invited to the 2° Step procedure may be required by the JMC to improve the proposal
as to add or replace project pariner/s in order to better pursue the project's objectives.

The maximum score for quality assessment under the 2° Step of the selection procedure is 100
resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:

a) It achieves a score lower than 80 points; or

b) it does not achieve at least half of the points foreseen in ‘each section of the evaluation grid.

In case where two or more projects have the same scores (in the 2™ step); priority will be given to
projects that achieve the higher score under the Section D ‘Quality of the intervention" of the
evaluation grid. In case of further equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score
under the other Sections of the evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence:
Section C “Financial and management capacity, Section A “Consistency with the Programme
strategy”; Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section E "Budget of the project”.

Once the quality assessment of the 2™ Step has been performed, Strategic projects, wilt be listed
under each Strategic Theme in a final ranking list approved by the JMC. According to this list, one
Strategic projects (where possible, per Theme), with the highest score, may be financed. After that, if
there is still unallocated funds of this Call, the next project(s) from any Theme under the same
Programme Priority with highest score among all the Strategic Theme of this Call may be financed.

Projects will be financed if all the conditions set out by law and by the JMC (if,a'ny) have been
complied with. :

~13 -



IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013
e e s Gl for Strategic Project Proposals — Priority 1

At the end of the whole procedure, the MA adopts an administrative act regarding the JMC decision'
and the closure of the step selection procedure by reporting the quality assessments and the
motivation of rejection of projects.

The titles and acronyms of projects financed, the list of the involved Final Beneficiaries and the
amount of Community funding allocated to the projects will be published in the Programme website
according to the Article 62 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. Lead Applicants whose projects have
been rejected and Lead Applicants whose projects have been financed will receive a notice from the
MA with the results of the selection procedure to the fax number indicated in the Declaration of the
Applicant or to the following fax number timely and duly indicated by the Lead Applicant.

5.11. APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE FIRST STEP PROCEDURE

The project proposal must be in English in all its parts. National language may be used where it is
allowed within the forms required by this Call. The supporting documents reiated to the Lead Applicant
may be provided in national language.

The Application package for the first step procedure has to contain the following elements:

a) Strategic project proposal filled in all its parts.
b) Commitment documents of each Final Beneficiary.
c) Supporting documents of the Lead Applicant {only in case it is a body governed by public law).

Lead Partner as Lead Applicant is the body allowed to submit the Application packagé:

- A) Strategic project proposal. It must be filled in the appropriate form published in the Programme -
website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the. paper version is the original. The

glectronic version has to be.provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate technical support.

As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in original each page

of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single document.

B) Commitment documents: ,

1. Declaration of the Lead Applicant. The Lead Applicant must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants’ exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

2. Expression of interest. Each potential project partner must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

C) Supporting documents. Lead Applicants which are bodies governed by public faw must prove.

their legal status with-the following documents:

o ceriification of the legal personality status;

o statute and _ .

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Beneficiaries which,
according to their national law, do not need to establish balance sheet should provide the closest
equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do
not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan.

The supporting documents provided have to be marked as “certified copy” by any authecrized person,
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the declaring person
needs to be annexed to the certified copies.

In order to check out that the project partner meets all the criteria required under Article 1.9 of
Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, the MA may
require to provide clarification which could be supported by the project partner with appropriate
documents.

-14 -
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A photocopy of the identification document of the signatory person needs to be included to the
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack.

Where Lead Applicants have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior selection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no modification occurred and that they point out when they have been
provided. : '

The Application package for the first step procedure must be received by the Managing Authority at
latest on 02/11/2012 (2™ of November 2012) by 14:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour).

In order to ensure transparency of the selection procedure and equal treatment fowards to ail Lead
Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, only once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as follows:

5.12. APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE SECOND STEF PROCEDURE

Only Lead Applicants selected for the second step procedure will be invited by the MA to submit the
final Application package.

The final project probosa! must be in English in all its paris. National language may be used where it
is allowed within the forms required by this Call. The supporting documents of Final Beneficiaries may
be provided in national language. ' -

The final Application package for second step procedure includes the following documents:

A) Final strategic project proposal It must be filled in the appropriate form published in the
Programme website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the paper version is the
original. The electronic version has to be provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate
technical support. As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in
original each page of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single object.

B) Commitment documents: :

1. Expression of interest. Only new potential project partner that joined the project proposal under
the 2" step of selection procedure must provide this document where it declares its legal status and
that it doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided. -

2, The “de minimis” Declaration. All project partners (Lead Applicant excluded) have to provide their
own declaration by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call and signed by the legal or
duly authorized representative. Original copy must be provided. |

3. Final Beneficiary bank account identification notice. Each Final Beneficlary has to provide this
notice by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call.

4. Letter of Association. Where project foresees this kind of bodies, a commitment document should
be issued by associates by using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided. '
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C} Information documents:

1. Project budget breakdown has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call.

2. Project investment details has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call and if the Strategic project: proposed foresees investments. :

Both these two forms have to be. provided both in paper copy and in electronic version. The electronic
version, in Excel format, can be provided by any electronic means {(CD-Rom, DVD, USB pen-drive,
efc) and it must be identical to the printed one; in case of differences, the paper copy prevails.

D) Supporting documents. Each Final Beneficiary (Lead Apphcant and public bodies excluded) has

to provide copies of the following documents:

o certification of the legal personality status;

o statute and

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Bene‘r’ iciaries which,
according to their national law, do not need to establish balance sheet should provide the closest
equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do
not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan.

The supporting documents provided have to be marked as “certified copy" by any authorized person,
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the declarant needs to
be annexed to the certified copies.. Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing
Authority the required supporting documents during any prior selection procedure for grants, they
could be exempted to submit the same documents, provided that no medification occurred and that
they point out when they have been provided.

In case of Final Beneficiaries located outside the Programme eligible area, but with a branch office in
" the eligible area, this kind of Beneficiaries have to provide legal documents (administrative or
- accounting documentation) proving the existence of the local organisational unit in the Programme
area as required in § 7 of the Call. ‘

A photocopy of the identification document of the signatory person needs fo be included to the Final
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack.

Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior selection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no medification occurred and that they point out when they have been
provided.

The Application package must be received by the Managing Authority at latest on the sixtieth day from
when the letter of invitation to apply to the second step procedure was sent by fax. The delivery must
be carried out by 17:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour} of the expiration date.

In order to ensure transparency of the selection procedure and equal treatment towards to all Lead
Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, only once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as follows:

Reglone'Abruzzo Serwz:o Atﬂwta lntemaz:onah

0osais - Do 'hOt.'

S
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5.13. GROUNDS FOR REJECTION -

13.1. Grounds for Application rejection :
Projects submitted under the 1° Step procedure will be checked against a set of formal eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Application will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected:

A) The Application package has not been submitied in all its pars in due time according
~_to the deadline set in the Call for proposals
B) The Application package has not been sent to the required address, in a duly sealed

envelope and with the appropriate marking

C) Lead Applicant had used a project proposal Form different than the Strategic project
praposal form provided by the Programme for this Call :

D) The project proposal (paper version) was not duly signed on each page by the Lead |-
Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not bind in a single |’
document :

E) The Declaration of the Lead Applicant has not been provided in the due form or it has
not been duly signed in handwriting by the legal or authorized representative.

F) The project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts and sections as
required

G) The project proposal clearly does not clearly indicate the eligible Strategic Theme to
which it is referred

H} The project closure is foreseen beyand 31 March 2016

1} The minimum partnership {including the minimum participating countries represented)
rule established for a project proposal has not been complied with

J) The Lead Applicant is not eligible because: ‘

1. its legal status doesn't comply with the requirements of this Call;

2. It will carry out undertakings activities in the project;

3. It falls under one of grounds for exclusion set by Section 6.4 of the Call.

4. 1t had already submitted, as Lead Applicant, another project proposal under the same |-
Call for Strategic Projects Proposals

K) The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents or
clarification within the expiration term as required

Projects submitted under the 2° Step procedure will be checked against a set of formal eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Application will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected:

A) The Application package has not been submitted in all its parts in due time according to
the deadline set in the invitation letter :

B) The Application package has not been sent to the required address, in a duly sealed
envelope and with the appropriate marking

C) Lead Applicant had used a Form different than the Final Strategic project proposal form
provided by the Programme for this Call

D) The Final Strategic project proposal (paper version) was not duly signed on each page
by the Lead Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not bind in a
single document ) :

E} The Final Strategic project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts | § 1'2
and sections as required ' R

F) The minimum partnership {including the minimum participating countries represented)
rule established for a project proposal has not been complied with

G) The Programme grants foreseen for the Final Strategic project proposal or the

contribution required for each project partner does not comply with the thresholds set §5 L
out by this Call L
H) The Lead Applicant had been changed between the 1° and the 2™ step, as well as, ‘§4

other obligatory part/s of the Final Strategic Project proposal has/have been modified in

-17 -




IPA Adriatic Cross-horder Cooperation Programme 2007 - 2013

contrast with the rules set out by the Cail.

1) The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents or
clarification within the expiration term as required . :

J} The Final Strategic project closure is foreseen beyond 31 March 2016 - ga

13.2. Grounds for Final Beneficiary rejection

A Final Beneficiary (which means a partner of a Strategic Project) will be assessed (only one time)
against a set of formal eligibility and admissibility criteria following the rules set hereto (this paragraph
not regards the eligibility and admissibility assessment of the Lead Applicant).

1) It is not eligible to join the Strategic Project Proposal if:
a) ltisnota legal person;
b) Itisnota body with nationality from one of Programme Participating Country;
¢} Itisa firm but not a SME (micro enterprise included);
d) Itisa Serbian enterprise (SME);
g} [t falls in one of situations listed under Section 6.4 above;
2) ltis not admitted to join the Strategic Project Proposal if:
a) It filed in wrongly the Expression of Interest: title or project acronym, body name;
b) Itdidn't sign the Expression of Interest in handwriting;
c) The Expression of Interest was signed by an unauthorized person;
d) The Expression of Interest has been modified from the form provided by the Programme;
e) It filled in wrongly the "de minimis" Declaration: fitle or project acronym, body name;
f) It didn’t sign the “de minimis" Declaration in handwriting;
g) The “de minimis” Declaration was signed by an unauthorized person;
h) The “de minimis" Declaration has been modified from the form provided by the Programme.
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QUALI@TY ASSESSMENT GRIDS

PrOJeots submltted under the 1° Step procedure wrll be assessed against a set of quality assessment
criteria’ as follows:

éectionslr i : o ' ", L fax
criteria n., : o Quahty assessment craterla under the 1 step of the seEectlon procedure o value
AT Strateglcrelevance (max 15 B R I I L I B L
ai Does the project contribute to achieving general and specific object[ves of the concemed Strategrc theme ]

) in the Programme area? _

a.2 Is the project in compliance with the relevaot EU policies and horizontal issues? 5
a3 Are the project objectives coherent with the national and sub-national policies of the territaries| 5

- participating in the projeci?

B | Cross-border character of the intervention , : ‘ e 10 -
b.1 How many Adriatic Countnes are present in the project? (6 Coun!rres D pomts 7 Countrtes 3 polnts 8 ]

i Countries: 5) ‘
b.2 Does the project have a positive and long- Iastmg |mpeot an the who!e Programme area‘? 5
C .- | Quality of the proposed partnership- . =~ R R B D Sy 2§

Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross- border or other internationat project management 5
c.1 and sufficient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the project and coordination of a cross-border
partnership?
5
c.2 Is the parinership able to disclose resulis and impacts in the whole Programme area?
e.3 Does the partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concerned and the capacity to 5

) propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the territories addressed?

ol Does the partnership have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization and of awareness | 8

: raising and spreading of achievements in the territories, participating in the project?

Is the partnership harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of representativeness,| 5
c.5 competences and active invalvement in the project activities per Country regarding the Strategic Theme

concerned?

Quality of intervention and value formoney -~ ¢ - o oo onnn o] 28
d.1 Does the project contribute to the ‘achievement of the Strategic theme objectwes through echlevable 5

) actions?

‘ ' 5
dz Are the activities clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the objectives of the Strategic Theme?
Does the project foresee during its life-time concrete actions to ensure sustainability of its results after| 3
d.3 o . :
the Programme Contribution funding ends?
: 5
d4 Does the project represent a capitalization of previous experiences in different Programmes?
- - 0] V . - 5
d.5 Is the budget rationally distributed among pariners according to the role assigned to each of them?

5
The sub-questions to all the quality assessment criteria will be annexed to the Applicants’ Manual
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Projects submitted under the 2° Step procedure will be assessed against a set of quality criteria as
follows:

Consistency with. the ‘Programme Sﬁ'ategy

Does the project contribute to achieving general and specn"c objectives of the | . 6

ad concerned Strategic theme in the Programme area?
2.2 s the project in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the horizontal issues of 4
) the Programme and with the relevant EU rules (regulations, directives, etc.)?
a3 Is the project coherent with the national policies of the Countries parficipating in the 4
) operation?
a.d Is the project coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the involved 6
) territories?
o B R Cmss-burdercharacter of the mtervent;on ' - :" F T R : 4% £ 1:7
How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? (6 Countnes o pomts 7
b1 5
Countries: 3 poinls; 8 Countries: 5}
b.2 Are all compulsory activities fully implemenied in all Countries, participating in the 6
- project? -
b.3 To what extent does the proposal ensure that projects are jeintly developed, jointly 6
: implemented, jeintly financed and that it has joint staffing?
e | quality of the proposed partnership . o0 P28

Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross- border or other intematicnal
c.1 project management and stfficient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the 5
project and coordination of a cross-border parinership?

c.2 | Isthe partnership able to disclose results and impacts in the whole Programme area? 5

Does the: partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concerned
c.3 and the capacity to propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the | 5
territories addressed?

Does the paﬂnership have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization and
c4 of awareness raising and spreading of achievements in the territories, partlc|pa’ung in 5
the project?

s the partnership harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of
c.5 representativeness, competences and active involvement in the project aclivities per 5
Country regarding the Strategic Theme concerned?

D o Quahtyofmtervent:on : g A e SRR S "'f-;: |28
dA Are the activities, the work plan ancl the tlmetab[e clear rea!lstlc and appmprlate to 9
' achieve the expected results and the objectives of the project?
’ Are tasks, activittes and results clearly and appropriately distributed among the
d.2 L . . . P, 6
Beneficiaries according to their territoral and institutional competences?
d3 Is the project added value clearly identifiable in relation to the specific problems the 3

project is addressed to?

| Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able to
d4 ensure the adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of 3
the activities progress, and the communication and publicity of the operation?

d5 Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility to have a 4
. follow up after the end of the Programme contribution?
E .| Budgetof the project ~ ~ o ' : _ 13
el Does the project budget represent value for money? o 7
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Are the estimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and- satisfactory

e.2 implementation of the foreseen activities?

§.15. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

Lead Applicants of projects selected for funding will be required to sign the IPA Subsidy Contract in
three copies and to provide an original copy of the Partnership Agreement signed by all the involved
Final Beneficiaries. Both the IPA Subsidy Contract and the Partnership Agreement are based on the
forms published in the Programme website.

The Lead Applicant must sent to the Managing Authority the contracting documents as required by
this Authority with the funding allocation letter (FAL). These documents must be sent within and not
~ later than 4§ days from the receipt of the FAL. This is a mandatory term and its expiration, outside
from objective causes that have prevented the parties to sign or to provide timely the documents
above mentioned or from authorized cases'”, will cause the loss of grants to whaole project. :

The Managing Authority will sign the IPA Subsidy Contract after receiving the three copies already
signed by the Lead Beneficiary.

The IPA Subsidy Contract will determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference fo the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. A copy of the General Conditions and Forms of the IPA Subsidy
Confract and of the Partnership Agreement are published in the Programme website:

www.adriaticipachc.orqg. :

If in case of an approved project, a partner, due to particular situation, decides to drop out the
‘partnership or it cannot be granted since it didn't provide the missed documents properly required, the
project shall be subject to a new quality assessment. This fact does not prevent to finance already
selected projects.

A Final Beneficiary cannot be granted if it miss to provide the following documents to the Managing
Authority before the MA signature of IPA Subsidy Contract:

a) It didn't proved the power of attorney of signatory person in compliance with Statute rule or
national law guoted in its commitment documents:

b} It didn't provided a photocopy of identification document of who sign (legal representative or
delegated person) the commitment documents; :

¢) It didn't provide the supporting documents as required in the Cali;

d) It didn’t provide the Final Béneficiary Bank Account ldentification Notice as required in the
Call; :

e) It didn't provide the fulfilled form required to access to MIS (the Programme Management
Information System). '

In case of financing to Final Beneficiary with a grant exceeding € 500.000, in accordance with Article
173(4) of the rules implementing the Financial Regulation (Commission Regulation {EC, EURATOM)
No 2342/2002), an audit report produced by an approved external auditor must be submitted by the
related Beneficiary. That report must certify the accounts for the last two financial years available. No
financial audit shall be required to any public body. :

10 It is recommended to submit the relevant construction permits no later than 6 months after signing the IPA Subsidy Confract,
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The contracting and implementing rutes are described in the Programme Management and Control
Manual as here referred.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary up to 20% of
Community contribution allocated to the project in compliance with the contract provisions. The
advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the condition that the Managing Authority will
recognize it where no financial risk has been detected towards any of the project partners. Where
required, an appropriate financial guarantee may be required to the Final Beneficiary involved. Public
bodies do not provide any financial guarantee:

In compliance with article 17.3 of General Conditions of the IPA Subsidy Contract, ‘as referred in § 17,
the Programme contribution to projects will be reduced if at the end of the 1% year of project
implementation, the expenditure is befow 30% of the total project budget foreseen and updated at the
date of project's start.

In compliance with art. 3.2 of General Conditions of the IPA Subsidy Contract, as referred in§ 17, the
preparatory expenditures (WP0) must be reported within the 31/10 of the same year when the [PA
Subsidy Contract had been signed by the contracting parties, otherwise it cannot be reported anymore
and the relative grants will be lose.

According to Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, as amended by the EC Regulation n. 80/2010,
for the award of service, supply and work contracts, all Beneficiaries (public and private) of the
approved and funded projects must apply the procurement procedures for the "External aid rules"
established in Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3
~of Part 2, Title Iil of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C
(2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and procedures applicable to service, supply and work
contracts financed by the general budget of the European Communities for the purposes of
cooperation with third countries. Guidelines for using these procedures are available on the
Programme website ‘ fo

http:/fwww. adriaticipacbe.orgfindex.asp?page=interna&level=implementation documents.

5.16. FURTHER INFORMATION

This Call, its. annexes and any clarifications and information regarding the Call and the further
selection procedure will be available on the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org .

For any request please contact the Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Joint Technical Secretariat — [PA Adriatic CBC Programme - c/o Regione Abruzzo Servizio
Attivita Internazionali - Via Salaria Antica Est, n. 27 - 67100 L’Aquila - ltaly

E-mail address: info@adriaticipacbc.org

Fax address: +39 0862 22520

Additional information on project generation may be obtained from national info points, established in
participating countries. The addresses are available on the Programme website.

In the Programme website the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) are available giving information on
general issues or on Country related specific issues. JTS helps applicants to solve problems and
answers ta specific questions mainly by email, even though it provides also support by phone for
technical issues, such as how to fil in some sections of the Forms included in the Application
Package.

Final Beneficiaries may put questions in writing (email or fax) no fater than 5 days before the closing
date for delivering the Application Package, and the JTS shall provide the answers to the questions in
writing no later than 2 days before the closing date. The JTS has no obligation to provide further
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clarifications after this date. In any case, JTS will provide information how to fill in the Forms provided
within the Call closing date. . ' :

No individual replies to queries with régard to the status of the selection procedure can be given in any
way.

In the interest of equal treatment of Lead Applicants, the Managing Authority cannot give a prior
apinion on the compliance of the proposals with the eligibility and selection criteria. Questions that
may be relevant to other Lead Applicants, together with the answers, will be published on the
Programme website. .

in addition, during the course of the evaluation procedure important notices to Lead Applicants may be
published on the Programme website at www.adriaticipacbc.org together with the other documents
related to this call, as the need arises. The Lead Applicants are therefore strongly encouraged to
regularly consult this webpage. ' ‘

i

§.17. MISCELLANEOUS AND RULES ON COMPLIANCE =~

1. The commitment and information documents as required must be provided by filling in the forms
published on the Programme website without any modifications, addition or erasing of content not
previously authorized by MA. .

2. Where required, signature must be referred to the signatory person. Additionally, the signature
must be handwritten, original, unigue and made by using waet marking ink. It is not a valid
signature any sign that is printed or stamped. Electronic and stamp signature are not acceptable
in any case even if they are allowed by national law.

3. Any notification made by the Managing Authority/JTS will be carried out only by fax at the fax-
number indicated in the Declaration of Lead Applicant. The MA will keep appropriate records of
notification to the Lead Applicants during the whole selection procedure and of the Lead
Applicants fax number. Any variation of the fax number indicated in the Declaration of Lead
Applicant must be notified immediately to the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat. The
Managing Authority is not responsible if the fax number was wrongly indicated or not updated by

~ the Lead Applicant and the communication cannot reached the receiver indicated as contact
person in the Project Application Form. The reception of the fax by the addressee fax machine is
the legal evidence that the fax comunication was duly delivered to the contact person of the Lead
Applicant.

4. The stamp of duty office of the Managing Authority and the reference number given to Application
package is the only way to prove that the application had been received before the expiration
term. ‘

5. Lead Applicants are aware of that the defivering of Application package is on their own
responsibility and the fact that the delivery carried out over the expiration term will be not
accepted since it is not valid the date of sending as proved by any means. A failed delivery by
force majeure or unforeseen incidents is on the own responsibility of Lead Applicants.

6. Personal data will be treated in compliance with the Programme privacy statement published on
Programme web-site:

hitp://www.adriaticipacbe.org/download/l EGAL FRAMEWORK/privacy/Privacy_statement.pdf

7. Without prejudice to any right of Final Beneficiaries, a complaint against the results of selection
procedure or against the exclusion of partner may be settled in amicable way before the
Managing Authority. For this purpose, the complainant shali communicate in writing the complaint
and its grounds to the MA within 30 day from the date of receipt of notice of exclusion. The
Managing Authority will reply within 20 calendar days from the delivery date of the complaint,

8. Proceedings may be started at the Regional Administrative Court of L'Aquila - laly.
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Without any express reserve or refuse by the Lead Beneficiary regarding technical or commercial
secrets or preservation of rights or any of its project partners, the Managing Authority is entitled to
allow the complainant to have access to any information reported in the Project proposal, in
compliance with Abruzzo Regional Law No. 1/2000 ruling the access to file. An unofficial English
translation of this Statute is published on Programme website:
http://www.adriaticipacbc.org/down|oad/t EGAL FRAMEWORK/Procedures granting _access/Abr
uzzo%20Redion Req 1 2000 EN.pdf

5.15. REFERENCERULES

Before the submission of any project, pay attention to the following rules:

o

Council Regulation (EC) No. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Fre-
accession Assistance (IPA Regulation) and following integrations and amendments;

Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 impiementing Council Regulation {EC)
No. 10B5/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Regulation) and following integrations and amendments;

IPA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013 last approved version amended with EC
Decision C{2011) No. 3396 on 18.5.2011; .

External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation {EC,
Euratom) No. 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title Iil of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No.
23422002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) NO. 2034 of 24 May 2007.

Regulation (EC) No. 45/2001 as regarding the personal data processing;

Abruzzo Regional Law No 1/2000 as regarding the access to file of selection procedure;
Programme Management and Control Manual, published in the Programme website:
http:/fwww.adriaticipacbc.org/download/Proaramme _Management_and Control Manual.pdf

{PA Subsidy Contract and its General Conditions, both of them are published in the Programme
website:

http://www. adriaticipache.org/download/IMPLEMENTING DOCUMENTS/Subsidy Contract Pack

Zip

-Partnership Agreement, published in the Programme website:

http-//www.adriaticipacbc.org/download/IMPLEMENTING DOCUMENTS/IPA Partnership Agree

ment Form.pdf
Financial guarantee, published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbc.org

§.19. ANNEXES AND FORMS

Here are annexed the following documents:

Annex I Priority | - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: innovation as key for
economic develapment in the Adriatic area
Annex Ii: The Applicants’ Manual

The forms to apply under each step of the selection procedure are the following:

Forms for 1° Step:

1. Strategic project proposal for 1° step
2. Declaration of the Lead Applicant
3. Expression of interest

Forms for 2° Step:

1. Final Strategic Project proposal for 2° step
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Expression of interest (only for a new partner that joined the proposal under the 2° step)
The "de minimis” Declaration

Final Beneficiary bank account information notice

Letter of Association

Project budget break-down

Project invastment details

NOomhwm

All forms are published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org
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5.1. INTRODUCTION

The Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) is the financial instrument established by the European Union
(EC Regulation n. 1085/2006) to assist Candidate Countries and Potential Candidate Countries
(beneficiary Countries) in their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European
Union, including where appropriate the “acquis communautaire”, with a view to membership.

Component Il of this Instrument finances initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States
and . beneficiary Countries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability,
security and prosperity in the mutual interest of all the Countries concerned, and fo encourage their
harmonious, balanced and sustainable development.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European Union, for all coastal
Member (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and non-Member States (Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia), hereafter "Participating Countries”, because of the close historical,
geographical, cultural, social and economic linkages.

As stated in the Operational Programme, the general objective of the IPA Adriatic Cross-harder
-Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, “Programme”) is to strengthen the sustainable
development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed sirategy of actions among the pariners
. of the eligible territories.

Under this géheraf objective, specific themes are identified by the Joint Monitoring Commiitiee as
being particularly important for all territories of the Programme space. This targeted call for proposals
is launched aiming to elaborate “Strategic projects” corresponding to the mentioned themes,

Characteristics of Strategic projects ,

_ Strategic projects shall aim at producing a wide impact and optimising the effects of the Programme
on the Adriatic basin. They must demonstrate their strategic dimension by presenting high standards

regarding these important features:

a) Compliance with European, national and regional policies: strategic relevance

Strategic projects must deal with the problems and/or opportunities that reflect the real needs of the
Programme area, are of common interest and have a high relevance to the entire or a large part of the
Adriatic Sea area with its hinterland (the so called “sea-basin approach”). They must be developed in
compliance with EU, national and regional policies of the Participating Countries where special
attention is given to the EU Directives relating to the Adriatic sea-basin. The strategic projects must
show how they will contribute to implement the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas; where it is possible
an opening towards Community policies regarding “Europe 2020°, as a new strategy, is
recommended. Strategic projects should also ensure equal opportunities between men and women
and to avoid all kinds of discrimination.

.b) Capitalization :

it is essential that Strategic projects are built on the basis of a thorough knowledge of
locai/national/European existing situation in the particular thematic area, that they take into account
public policies as well as the experiences and results from past and running projects from different EU,
national or sub-national funded Programmes implemented in the geographical area concerned.
Where possible, sirategic projects should be connected with existing initiatives and Programmes and
forge links to other similar running projects in the Adriatic area in order to generate significant added
. value and gain synergies. Therefore, Strategic projects are advised to take into account results
~ achieved and problems solutions solved by projects implemented during the 2000-2006 programming
period, especially in the cooperation area of the Programme (ERDF, CARDs and Neighbourhood
Programmes) and in the same “Strategic theme”. Strategic projects partners are invited to also
consider innovative projects implemented in other on-going Programmes that involve the efigible
cooperation - Programme area (Transnational ETC Programmes, ENPl CBC Mediterranean
Programme, Cross border ETC and IPA CBC Programmes).
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~¢) Significant and long-lasting impact on the cooperation area .
Strategic projects must have the widest geographical coverage possible involving partners from many
Participating Countries and involve the most relevant partners able and committed to achieve the
envisaged outputs and results. ' ‘

Strategic projects should have a positive ong-lasting impact in the cooperation area and with the
possibility to extend their effects beyond project targeted area, beyond the actual contents of the
project and beyond the lifetime of IPA funding and make a relevant contribution to the Programme
specific objectives:
a) to produce a leverage effect on financial resources o catalyse other private and/or public
financing and human resources;
b) to permit the consolidation and the stabilization of the partnership regarding the strategy
development priorities of the territories; _ :
¢} focreate permanent cooperation opportunities;
~ d) to bring about positive changes in stakeholders' behaviour.

e} Tangible and visible results
Resuilts of Strategic projects have to produce concrete benefits, directly or indirectly to the whole or a
large part of the Programme area through a wider dissemination (e.g. common methads, resuits of
pilot projects made available to all partners, benchmarks, exchange of best practices, experiences of
existing cooperation, etc.). ‘

Strategic projects should aim for visible and tangible results and measurable outcomes. They shall
not be fimited only to produce information and analyses with a theoretical approach but they should be
performed for the purpose of support or guidance towards concrete results of a project. Strategic
project could also pave the way to future major investments.

Strategic projects must have tangible impact on actors and territories, fostering consolidation and
stabilization of the partnership as to strategy development priorities in the territories and being
" transferable in other IPA regions.

f) Strong and coherent partnership
Strategic projects shall allow for the building of active high-quality partnerships around key actors who
have competences in the-Strategic themes, involving decision makers, thematic experts, specialised
bodies and end-users. As a result, partnership should be diverse and complementary and should refer
to a multiHevel governance model as well as to a multi-dimensional governance system. Besides,
strong cross-border cooperation must be ensured with harmonious, fair and balanced involvement of
all partners.

There must be a strict relation between project objectives and the institutional, administrative and
technical competences of partners. Partners must take a commitment among them for the
achievement of expected results. Each project partner should have a clearly defined role in the
project, described in the project work packages. :

d) Sustainability of resulls ' :
Strategic projects must ensure that the results achieved will be further sustained after the end of the
project. Partners should be able o generate effects in the mid/long term, also by producing a lever
effect on financial resources involving other private and/or public donorsfinvestars. Moreover they’
should seek to reinforce local ownership of project benefits, infroduce project practises and results in
everyday practice and further strengthen the institutional framework of the. praject, by extending its
footprint and invalving a broad number of relevant stakeholders.
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5.2. ELIGIBLE PROGRAMME STRATEGIC THEME<S>

This Calf concerns Strategic projecis referred to Priority 2 of the Programme: “Natural and Cultural
Resources and Risk Prevention”. It aims at promoting, improving and protecting natural and cultural
resources through joint management of technological and natural risks. The significant qualitative and
quantitative potential of the areas’ natural and cultural resources is considered very important and
consequently the interventions shali aim to improve, promote and profect these resources through
‘joint management of them. '

A Strategic Project developed under Priority 2 shall refer to ONLY ONE of the following strategic
themes: ' -

v Improving marine, coastal and delta rivers environment by joint management in the Adriatic
area. :

Protection from ballast water pollution in the Adriatic area. _

Integrated and sustainable management of drinking water resources in the Adriatic area.

Protection and prevention of natural risks in the Adriatic area, with particular attention to fire

risk. :

v Tourism with emphasis on sustainable management and marketing of natural and cultural

" resources in the Adriatic area. . '

SNENEN

A Strategic Projects cannot refer to mdre than one of eligible Strategic Theme.

63 GRANTS AVAILABLE

The Priority 2 budget foreseen for this Call for proposals is up to 45.360.776,00 EUR (forty-five
millions and three hundred sixty thousand and seven hundred seventy-six EUR), 38.556.659,60 EUR
(85%) of which ensured by Community IPA funds and 6.804.116,40 EUR (15%) of which ensured by
the national co-financing. : : 7 - '

The number of projects financed will depend on the JMC final decision for allocation of funds
available for this Call with the aim, where possible, to finance at least one project proposal for each
Strategic Theme. . S

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) has the right not to grant any project under each Strategic
Theme, if no project proposal under that Strategic Theme is eligible for funding, as well as, the Joint
Monitoring Committee reserves the right to reduce or increase the funds for this Call having regard the
available Programme financial resources when the final decision will be taken.

The content of Strategic projects must be referred to one of the Strategic themes eligible for this Call,
otherwise the whote project will be rejected. . "

Strategic themes are outlined in detail in the specification here enclosed in Annexes |, IE; M vandV,
as integral parts of this Cazll. A project proposal has to be consistent with the specific objectives of the
Strategic Theme concerned as defined in the Terms of Reference. ' '

The financial size of the project should truly reflect the activities foreseen in the work plan. The
projects should be managed in compliance with the principles of sound financial management. The
estimated project budget must be indicated in EUR, also by partners established in Participating
Countries having a different currency. '

Cooperation among the project partners has to be clearly described in the Strategic Project Proposal
and implemented involving all of the following modalities:
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Joint development.
Joint implementation.
Joint staffing.

Joint financing.

[ S = R

The meaning and the details of the list of matters, above mentioned, are given in Section 6.2.4 of the
Applicants’ Manual. Please, refer to that Section on description of the Strategic Project Proposal
content. ' ’

Strategic projects should be performed in accordance with the partner's characteristics on the basis of
the following criteria (at least):
1. Representativeness:
- Terrtorial coverage. ,
« Capacity of developing activities that meet a general interest.
«Capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization.
« Capacily in achieving the ouipuls and results.
Cross border dimension. _
Capacity of awareness raising, spreading and capitapitazation of achievements..
Capacity to promote sustainability, secure the continuation of project benefits after the
completion of the project and maximize its impact.

W

The total project budget cannot be modified more than 20% of the budget previously defined, and
specific objectives of project cannot be modified between the 1% and 2™ step of selection procedure.

Also, the name of the project pro;ﬁosal (title and acronym included) cannot be modified between the 1
and the 2™ step procedure, otherwise the project will be considered as a new proposal and will be not
accepted in whole. '

The “strategic partnership” should be identified aiready at the 1 step. Lead Applicants invited to the
2" step procedure may, in duly justified circumstances, replace former Final Beneficiary under the
condition that such replacing is taken within the same Participating Country originally involved or may
add a new Final Beneficiary where an invitation from JMC has been received.

In any case an excluded project partner cannot be replaced with a new partner within the same step of
the selection procedure, as well as, the Lead Applicant cannot be replaced with a new Lead outside
_from the case of legal succession and the matters pertaining thereto.

in order to be eligible, a Strategic Project must involve at least & partners representing at least 6
Participating Countries among Member States and IPA beneficiary Countries.

With the aim to optimize the project management, this Call recommends to involve not more than 18
partners for each Strategic project.

All project partners must have an active role in the project. Any of them cannot act as an agent or as
a supplier of another project partner. In such cases the related expenditures will not be eligible.
According to Article 96 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the project partners must appoint a lead partner
among themselves prior to the submission of the Strategic project proposal. The Lead partner/Lead

‘Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities: '

& it shall lay down the arrangements for its relations with the project partners in an agreement
comprising, infer alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financjal management of the funds
allocated to the project, including the arrangements for recovering amounts unduly paid;

o it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire project;

o it shall be responsible for transferring the IPA contribution to the project partners;

s it shall ensure that the expenditure presented by the project partners has been paid for the
purpose of implementing the project and corresponds to the activities agreed among the project
partnership;

o it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the project partners has been validated by the
controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.
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contracting autonomy but without own legal personality} represents in the project proposal the
institution in whole. '

International organizations® are not eligible to apply as Final Beneficiaries but only as associated
institutions as described in Section 6.2. ' ' :

6.2. Associated institution

Any interested institution/legal entity can also be involved in the strategic project as observers with
associate status without financially contributing to the project. As they are not Final Beneficiaries,
associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established by this Call.

6.3. Eligibility of Serbian partners

Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out condition: it means
that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in projects that involve institutional cooperation
initiatives and their participation regards the following relevant areas:

1) Culture, Tourism, Science and Research, Environment, Water resources, Natural risk,
Governance and Public Administration.

The expenditures of Serbian Final Beneficiaries are eligible at the latest until 31% December 2015.
Serbian SMEs are not eligible as Final Beneficiaries.

6.4. Grounds for exclusion of project partner

A project partner will be excluded from project partnership if it falls into at least one of the following
situations: - '

a. is bankrupt or being wound up, is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered
into agreement with creditors, has suspended business activities, is the subject of
proceedings concerning the matters, or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar
pracedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;

b. has been convicted of an offence concerning professional conduct by a judgment which, in
accordance with legal provisions of the State, has the force of res judicata;

c. has been guilty of grave professional misconduct that the Managing Authority can verify by

© . any means; : _

d. has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the
payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the Country in which it is
established or the Country of the Managing Authority or the Country where the activities are
to be performed:;

€. has been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corru‘ption,
involvement in a criminal association or any other illegal activity detrimental to the
Communities’ financial interests;

. has been declared, referring to other procurement procedure or grant award procedure
financed by the Community’s budget, to be in serious breach of contract for failure to comply
with its contractual obligations;

g. itis-currently subject to an administrative penalty for being in serious breach of its obligations
under any subsidy contract covered by the EU budget or for being guilty of misrepresentation

3 The term is based on the definition given under Article 43.2 of Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No. 2342/2002. For
more detzils, see § 5.1.1 "Pariner legal stalus” of the Applicants’ Manual. ’
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in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority as a condition to receive the
grant or fails to supply this information.

The cases referred to in point (e) applicable are the following:

1. cases of fraud as referred to in Article 1 of the Convention on the protectlon of the European
Communities' financial interests drawn up by the Council Act of 26 July 1995

2. cases of corruption as referred to in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption
involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European
Union, drawn up by the Council Act of 26 May 1997°;

3. cases of participation in a criminal organ:zatlon as defined in Article 2(1) of Joint Action
98/733JHA of the Councit®;

4. casesof money laundering as defined in Article 1 of Council Directive 91/308/EEC’.

The exclusion criteria are also refated to the natural person who acts as a representative, including
presidentis, directors, managers or any person with powers of representatlon in relation to the pro;ect
pariner.

A project partner will be excluded also if during the project selection procedure:

o a conflict of interests will be detected towards a member of Joint Monitoring Committee or an
expert assessor involved in the assessment procedure;

o any person related to the project partner's organization has attempted to obtain confidential
information or influence any member of Joint Mon:tormg Commlttee or any expert assessor
involved in the assessment procedure;

o itisguilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority
or by the Joint Technical Secretariat in order to obtain an unfair admission to the Call.

Also, a project partner will be not admitted to when it has not provided the:
1. Expression of interest (not for Lead Applicants),
2. “deminimis” Declaration (not for Lead Applicants);
3. Detlaration of the Lead Applicant (only for Lead Applicénts).

6.5. Lead Beneficiai'y eligibility criteria

Only public bodies and bodies governed by public law should assume the role of Lead Beneficiary in
the Strategic projects admitted to this Call.

_ Lead Beneficiary cannot be éligible for grants if it falls under the “de minimis” regime as ruled in the
Section 5 of this Call.

If a body is involved in more than one Strategic Project Proposal in the same Call for Strategic
Projects Proposals, as a Lead Applicant, the following Strategic Projects Proposals submitted will be
considered not admissible and therefore they will be rejected. '

Where a Lead Applicant'is not eligible or admissible to this Call, the whole Application will be rejected.

40J C 3186, 27.11.1995, p.48.

S 0J C 195, 256.1997, p.1.

8 0J L 351, 20.12.1998, p.1. Joint Action of 21 December 1998 making &t a eriminal offence to participate in a criminal
organisation in the Member States of the European Union.

70J L 66, 286.1991, p. 77. Directive of 10 June 1991, as amended by Directive 2001/97/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Councilef 4 December 2001 (OJ L 344, 28.12.2001, p.76).
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Final Strategic Projects should be well-structured with a work plan where objectives, action, activities,
partners engaged and responsibilities, duration and results have to be clearly detailed and described.
The work plan has to be structured in different Work Packages (WPs) as required by the Annexes |,
il, I, IV and V herein. ' '

The work plan is then based on two categories of work packages:
* Horizontal Work Packages related to the management of the project, to communication and
dissemination activities and to capitalization of results {Work Packages 0, 1, 2 and 3);
= Technical Work Packages focused on the concrete implementation of the activities of the
project. '

Work packages related to the management of the project, to communication and dissemination
activities and to capitalization of results (Work Packages 1, 2 and 3) are compulsory, whilst the
Technical Work Packages shall be developed by Applicants taking into consideration the compulsory
and suggested activities listed in the Terms of Reference.

Each project proposal must clearly specify the concrete outputs and strategic results they aim to
produce and the actions necessary to achieve them. More details are given in the Applicants’ Manual.

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the project, and in particular where the
implementation of the project proposed by the project partners require financial support to be given to
third parties, the project pariners may propose awarding sub-grants.

Sub-granting is part of the type of actions that can be implemented in the framework of the
Programme. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the project and it must be duly
justified. :

In case where the project partners foresee to award sub-grants, it has to be specified in the project
proposal (in the 17 step) which Final Beneficiaries intend to sub-grant a limited part of the Programme
Contribution required, the list of type of activities to which sub-granting is addressed, the objectives
and results to be obtained and the total amount of the grant.

In the preparation of final project proposal for 2™ step, where a sub-granting implementation modality
will be foreseen the project partner shall strictly defined the conditions for sub-granting {specify the
maximum amount per sub-grant and the criteria for determining the exact amount) in order to leave no
room for discretion as well as the criteria for the selection of third parties (sub-beneficiaries) which
must be carried out only by public calls.

The total amount that a Final Beneficiary can sub-grant to third parties is limited to € 100.000 with a
maximum of € 10.000 per each third party.

A Strategic Project must have a durai:ion‘of at least 24 months but in any case they must be
concluded by March 31, 2016, regardless of their duration, otherwise the proposal will be rejected

5.5. PROJECT SIZE AND CO-FINANCING RATE

The total project budget for Strategic Projects mdst respect the following thresholds of value:
& Minimum tofal Project budget; 5,000.000,00 EUR. ‘ o
¢ Maximum total Project budget: 12.500.000,00 EUR.

As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary budget cannot exceed 40% of the total project budget and
must have a minimum total budgét of 150.000 EUR..

Total project budget includes the Programme Contribution (IPA funds and national co-financing) and
Final Beneficiary's own contribution, if the Beneficiary is acting in the project as undertaking.
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The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total Programme contribution while 15% of the total
Programme contribution is guaranteed by the national co-financing by each Final Beneficiary,
according to the system applied by each Participating Country.

The national co-financing contribution does not include own additional and voluntary contributions,
which are not part of the Proegramme contribution.

State aid can be granted to Fina! Beneficiaries (not to the Lead Beneficiaries} only under the "de
minirmis™ rule. In such case, the maximum aid Intensity is equal to 85% of the grant that would have
been assigned if the Beneficiary was not acting in the project as an undertaking. Final Beneficiaries
must declare if they are or not acting in the project by making undertaking activities by using the “de
minimis" Declaration form published in the Programme website.

§.6. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FINAL BENEFICIARIES

6.1. Eligibility criteria for project partner
As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary should be a:

1) body or firm, whether public or private, as follows:
A. Public hadies. Legal entities established under public Iaw
B. Private organizations, governed by national private faw. They include:
a) non-enterprise organizations (for i.e., non-profit organizations, foundations, research
centres and other similar :nstltuttons) and
by small and medium sized enterprlses
C. Bodies governed by public law. This is a conceptual category of entities established
* under private law but governed by public law if they meet all the criteria required under
Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31
March 2004. ' .
Thereof, a ‘body governed by public [aw’ means anybody:
a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest®, not
having an industrial or commercial character;
b) having a legal personality; and
c} financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bodies: or
having an_administrative, managerial or supervisory board, of which more than half
members are appointed by the State, reqmna[ or local authorities, or hy other bodies
governed by public 1aw.

2) established in one of the Programme participating country and
3} with legal personality.

Consultancy companies having both, in their business activities and within the project, as main
scope the provision of project coordination, management, communication or knowledge management

- services (ie.. activities to be lmplemented within the Work Package 0, 1, 2, 3, etc.) should not be
involved as project pariner.

An entity that applies as Lead partner or project partner which is part of an eligible legal person (as a
" Department, Faculty, Institute or a administrative functional unit with admlnlstratlve financial and/ar

A private arganisation has to be considered an enierprise if it complies with the considerations of the whereas n. 3 of the
Commission Recommendation (2003/361/EC) of 06/05/2003 {nofified under document number C(2003) 1422). For more details,
see § 5.1.1 “Partner legal status” of the Applicants’ Manual.

2 The meaning of the term is referred to the definition used in Annex 1 “Definition of Terms™ of White Book of European
Commission on Services of General Interests - COM(2004) 374 def. For more details, see § 5.1.1 "Partner legal status” of the
Applicants’ Manual.
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5.7. PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, ltaly, Slovenia) and the equivalent fevel territories of the participating Candidate Countries
{Montenegro), Acceding Country (Croatia) and of the Potential Candidate Countries {(Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina) on the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory.

According to the Article 87 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits derogation to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to'the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. However, this does not mean that a fixed share of 20%
of the Programme budget is reserved for partners from these areas. The cross border added value of
participation of partners from these areas will be assessed on project basis. In case this Emit is
reached, the JMC will not finance, totally or partly, expenditures incurred in territorial derogaﬂon areas.

The detailed list of the eligible territories (with the territorial derogations) is the fo[lowmg

¢ Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia.

¢ lMaly: Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forll-Cesena, Ravenna, lema
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Fermo, Macerata Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Teramo, Campobasso_
Bari, Brindisi, Foggia, Barletta-Andria-Trani and Lecce. Terriforial derogation: L'Aquila,
Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranfo. . ,
Slovenia: Obalno-kraska regija. Termiforial derogation: Goriska regija and Nofranjsko-kraska
regija.

¢ Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra; Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik-Knin; Split-Dalmatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County, :
Albania; Fier, Durrés, Lezhé&, Shkodér, Tirang, and Viore.

s Bosnia and Herzegovina: Bilec¢a, Capliina, Citluk, Gacke, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
Livno, Ljubinje, Ljubuski, Mostar, Neumn, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,
Stolac Berkovi¢i, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Isto¢ni Mostar. Territorial derogation; Sarajevo
Region, North-West Region and Central Region.

Montenegro: Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kotor, Nikgi¢, Podgorica, Ulcinj and
Tivat. Territorial derogation: Plievija, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RoZaje, Plav, Andrijevica, Kolasin,
Mojkovac, Savnik, Zabljak, and Pluine. _

¢ Serbia: whole territory (under phasing out condition).

[

oF

L]

As general principle, the operation must be :mplemented in the Programme eligible area above
descnbed

Project partners with their registered office located outside the Programme eligible area, can
participate with a regional/local branch office located in the Programme eligible area.

The term “branch” office means any "fixed establishment®, which, according to Reg. (EC) No
282/2011, is other than the registered office, “characterized by a sufficient degree of permanence and
a suitable structure in terms of human and technical resources to enable it to receive and use the
services supplied to it for its own needs”.

Where the beneficiary is located outside the Programme eligible area but participate with a
regional/local branch office located in the Programme eligible area, it must explain its role in the
Programme area and where it operates in the eligible area with a branch office. Therefore, it has to
provide the following proofs: _
e at least one year of operation of the local organisational unit in the Programme area must be
justified with administrative or accounting documentation; and
¢ the leader of the branch office must be an authorised representative of the final beneficiary,
entitled 1o act for the implementation of the project activities. ‘

-11 -
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5.8, ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURE

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Final Beneficiaries from Greece, ltaly and Slovenia if
incurred on or after the 1 January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia If incurred from the date of the signature of Financing Agreements

between each of these Countries and the European Commission, These dates are specified in the
section 5.2. "Period of eligibility of expenditures” of Programme Management and Control Manual as a
reference document of this Call.

Costs in the project budget sheets must be foreseen in Euro currency and are considered eligible for
reimbursement by the Programme when they. are incurred in compliance with the rules set out in
Chapters 4 “Compliance with EU Policies and other rules” and 5 "Project expenditure and applicable
rules” of the Programme Management-and Control Manual.

Shared costs are not eligible for this Call.

Expenditures are considered to be incurred in the place where the Final Beneficiary has its
registered office or, if the Call rules for the branch office are respecfed, where it has located its
branch office. For meeting/fevent and expenditure in tangible assets, the logation of the
meeting/event and of the tangible asset will be taken into consideration.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditures incurred outside the Programme area as defined
above, may be eligible provided that bath following conditions are respected:
1. the project could only achieve its objectives with that expenditures (art. 97.1 second sub-
paragraph of Reg. (EC) 718/2007 as amended by Reg (EC) 80/2010) and '
2. the expenditures have been previously authorized in compliance with art. 97.2 of Reg. (EC)
718/2007.

This can be the case of National and regional public authorities or bodies governed by public law
which are located outside the eligible area, and have neither a branch office in it, but which can be
- necessary for the achievements of the pro;ect objectives due to their competences in the area, or their
particular tasks/experience.

5. RESPONSIBLE OF SELECTION PROCEDURES MANAGEMENT

According to the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call is the Abruzzo Region of the ltalian Republic, “Direzione
Affari della Presidenza, Politiche Legisiative e Comunitarie Programmazione, PFarchi, Territorio,
Valutazioni ambientali, Energia - Servizio Attivita Internazionall’ and its representative in charge as
Managing Authority. .

§10. SELECTION PROCEDURES

In compliance with the Section 4.7 of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme and with Section 4.1.2.1 of its
implementation Manual, a two-step selection procedure is applied for the selection of Strategic
Projects. Under the first step, a targeted open call allows all potential eligible Final Beneficiaries io
apply to this Call by submitting a Strategic Project Proposal. Only the Projects that have been selected
at the end of the first step procedure, will be invited to submit the Final Strategic Project Proposal
under the second step selection procedure.

8 According to the ferm regarding the "ENTRY INTO FORCE", these Agreements have enterad into force on the date of
signature. Where the Parlies have signed on different dates, the Agreement was enlered into force on the date of signature by
the second of the two Parties.

-12-
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in compliance with article 110.5.f) of the IPA Implementmg Reguiatlon the JMC is respons1ble for
selecting operations, previously admitted to the quality assessment phase, whlle the Managing
Authority is responsible for whole application formal checks.

The Managing Authority/JTS may ask to the Lead Applicant to provide additional information,
documents or to clarify the supporting documents submitted in conrection with the single step
procedure, in particular in the case of obvious clerical-errors. If necessary to better achieve the formal
checks, the MA/JTS could require, also to the Programme National Authorities/Coordinator, to provide
documents that might integrate the evidential documents provided by the Final Beneficiaries.

The Managing Authority/JTS will notify the requirement to the Lead Appficant only by fax. The same
documents and information will not be required to be provided more than once during the whole
selection procedure. The MA will keep appropriate records of contacts with Lead Applicants during the
whole selection procedure. Lead Applicant must provide the information, clarification or document
within the expiration term as required.

The formal admfss:bmty checks under both the two step procedures will be based on the criteria set
in Section 13 of this Call.

The quality assessment of project proposals for each step of the selectlon procedure will be based
on the specific assessment criteria set in Section 14

Proposals not fulfilling all the formal admissibility requirements wili be rejected and will not be admitted
to the quality assessment under the concerned step of the procedure (1% or 2™ Step). Lead Applicants.
will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal assessment phase.

The maximum score for quality assessment under the 1° Step of the selection procedure is 75
points, resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid. A project
proposal will not be eligible to be invited to the 2° Step procedure if it achieves a score lower than 70%
of the maximum score.

At the end of the 1° Step. of the selection procedure, the JMC elaborates and app'roves a single
ranking list of all the pro;ect proposals eligible to be inviled to the 2° Step procedure. :

The first 5 pro;ects for each Strategic theme of the ranking fist with the highest scores will be invited to
the 2° Step of the selection procedure.

In case two or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that achieve the
higher score under the Section C "Quality of the proposal partnership” of the evaluation grid. In case of
further equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score under the other Sections of
the evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence: Section A “Consistency with
the Programme strategy”; Section B “Cross border character of the intervention”; Section D "Quality of
the intervention and value for money”.

Lead Applicants invited to the 2° Step procedure may be required by the JMC to improve the proposal
as to add or replace project partnet/s in order to better pursue the project's objectives.

The maximum score for quality assessment under the 2° Step of the selection procedure is 100
resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be eligible for funding if:

a) it achieves a score lower than 80 points; or

b) itdoes not achieve at least half of the points foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.

In case where two or more projects have the same scores (in the 2™ step), priority will be given to
projects that achieve the higher score under the Section D "Quality of the intervention” of the
evaluation grid. In case of further equality, the priority will be given to projects with the higher score
under the other Sections of the evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence:
Section C “Financial and management capacity; Section A “Consistency with the Programme
strategy”, Section B "Cross border character of the intervention”; Section E "Budget of the project”.
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Once the quality assessment of the 2™ Step has been performed, Strategic projects, will be listed
under each Strategic Theme in a final ranking list approved by the JMC. According to this list, one
Strategic projects (where possible, per Theme), with the highest score, may be financed. After that, if
there is stil unallocated funds of this Call, the next project(s) from any Theme under the same
Programme Priority with highest score among all the Strategic Theme of this Call may be financed.

Projects will be financed if all the conditions set out by law and by the JMC (if any) have been
complied with.

At the end of the whole procedure, the MA adopts an administrative act regarding the JMC decision
and the closure of the step selection procedure by reporting the quality assessments and the
motivation of rejection of projects.

The titles and acronyms of proiects financed, the list of the involved Final Beneficiaries and the
amount of Gommunity funding allocated to the projects will be published in the Programme website
according to the Article 62 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. Lead Applicants whose projects have
heen rejected and Lead Applicants whose projects have been financed will receive a nctice from the
MA with the results of the selection procedure to the fax number indicated in the Declaration of the
Applicant or to the following fax number timely and duly indicated by the Lead Applicant.

511 APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE FIRST STEP PROCEDURE

The project proposal must be in English in all its paris. National language may be used where it is
allowed within the forms required by this Call. The supporting documents related to the Lead Applicant
may be provided in national language.

The Application package for the first step procedure has to contain the following elements:

a) Strategic project proposal filled in all its parts.
by Commitment decuments of each Final Beneficiary.
c) Supporting documents of the Lead Applicant (only in case it is a body governed by public law}.

Lead Partner as Lead Applicant is the body allowed to submit the Application package:

A) Strategic project proposal. |t must be filled in the appropriate form published in the Programme
website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the paper version is the original. The
electronic version has to be provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate technical support.
As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in original each page
of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single document.

B) Commitment documents:

1. Declaration of the Lead Applicant. The Lead Applicant must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for granis’ exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

2. Expression of interest. Each potential project partner must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

C) Supporting documents. Lead Applicants which are bodies governed by public law must prove

their legal status with the following documents:

o certification of the legal personality status;

o statute and

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Beneficiaries which,
according to their national law, do not need to establish balance sheet should provide the closest
equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do
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not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan.

The supporting documents provided have to be marked as “certified copy” by any authorized person, _
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the declaring person
needs to be annexed to the certified copies. S

In order to check out that the project partner meets all the criteria required under Article 1.9 of
Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, the MA may
require to provide clarification which could be supportéd by the project partner with appropriate
documents. '

A photocopy of the identification document of the'signatory person needs io be included to the
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack. "

Where Lead Applicants have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior selection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no modification occurred and that they point oui when they have been
provided. _ : C

The Appilication package for the first step procedure must be received by the Managing Authority at
fatest on 02/11/2012 (2™ November 2012) by 14:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour).

In order to ensure transparency of the selection procedure and equal treatment towards to all Lead
Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, only once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as follows:

§.12. APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE SECOND STEP PROCEDURE

Only Lead Applicants selected for the second step procedure will be invited by the MA to submit the
final Application package. _

The final project proposal must be in English in all its parts. National ianguage may be used where it
is allowed within the forms required by this Call. The supporting documents of Final Beneficiaries may
be provided in national language. '

The final Application package for second step procedure includes the folloWing documents:

A) Final strategic project proposal It must be filled in the appropriate form published in the

Programme website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the paper version is the

- original. The electronic version has to be provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate

- technical support. As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in
original each page of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single object.

B) Commitment documents:

1. Expression of interest. Only new potential project partner that joined the project proposal under
the 2™ step of selection procedure must provide this document where it declares its legal status and
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that it doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

2. The “de minimis” Declaration. All project partners (L.ead Applicant excluded) have to provide their
own declaration by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call and signed by the legal or
duly authorized representative. Original copy must be provided.

3. Final Beneficiary bank account identification notice. Each Final Beneficiary has to provide this
notice by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call. .
4. Letter of Association. Where project foresees this kind of bodies, a commitment document should
be issued by associates by using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

C) Information documents: : .

1. Project budget breakdown has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call.

2. Project investment details has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call and if the Strategic project proposed foresees investments. :

Both these two forms have to be provided both in paper copy and in electronic version. The electronic
version, in Excel format, can bé provided by any electronic means (CD-Rom, DVD, USB pen-drive,
etc) and it must be identical to the printed one; in case of differences, the paper copy prevails.

D) Supporting documents. Each Final Beneficiary (Lead Applicant and public bodies excluded) has

to provide copies of the following documents: ' :

o certification of the legal personality status;

o statute and :

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Beneficiaries which,

* according to their national faw, do not need to estabiish balance sheet should provide the closest

equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do
not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan. '

The supporting documents provided have to be marked as “certified copy” by any authorized person,
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the dectarant needs to
be annexed to the certified copies.. Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing
Authority the required supporting documents during any prior selection procedure for grants, they
could be exempted to submit the same documents, provided that no medification occurred and that
they point cut when they have been provided. :

In case of Final Beneficiaries located outside the Programme eligible area, but with a branch office in
the eligible area, this kind of Beneficiaries have to provide legal documents (administrative or
accounting documentation) proving the existence of the local organisational unit in the Programme
area as required in § 7 of the Call.

A photocopy of the identification document of the signatory person needs to be included to the Final
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack.

Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior sélection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no modification occurred and that they point out when they have been
provided. '

The Application package must be received by the Managing Authority at [atest on the sixtieth day from
when the letter of invitation to apply to the second step procedure was sent by fax. The delivery must
be carried out by 17:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour) of the expiration date.

In order to ensure transparency of-the selection procedure and equal treatment towards to all Lead '

Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, only once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as foliows:
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13.1. Grounds for Application rejection , ; :
Projects submitted under the 1° Step procedure will be checked against a set of formal eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Application will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected: . ‘

A} The Application package has not been submitted in all its parts in due time according
to the deadline set in the Call for proposals '

B) The Application package has not been sent to the required address, in a duly sealed [ = § ﬁ
envelope and with the appropriate marking SR
C) Lead Applicant had used a project proposal Form different than the Strategic project o § 19

proposai form provided by the Programme for this Call
D) The project proposal (paper version) was not duly signed on each page by the Lead |- =000 Lo
Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not bind in a single + . - §11 0=
document R
E) The Declaration of the Lead Applicant has not been provided in the due form or it has
not been duly signed in handwriling by the legal or authorized representative.

F} The project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts and sections as
required :
G) The project proposal clearly does not clearly indicate the eligible Stratégic Theme to

which it is referred

H) The project closure is foreseen beyond 31 March 2016

[) The minimum partnership (including the minimum participating countries represented)
rute established for a project proposal has not been complied with

J) The Lead Applicant is not eligible because: :

1. its legal status doesn’t comply with the requirements of this Call;

2. lt will carry out undertakings activities in the project;

3. Mt falls under one of grounds for exclusion set by Section 6.4 of the Call.

4. It had already submitted, as Lead Applicant, another project propasal under the same
Call for Strategic Projects Proposals

K) The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents of | -
clarification within the expiration term as required

Projects submitted under the 2° Step brocedure will be checked against a set of formal eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Application will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected: o

A) The Application package has not been submitted in all its parts in due time accarding to
the deadline set in the invitation letter

B) The Application package has riot been sent to the required address, in a duly sealed
envelope and with the appropriate marking

C) Lead Applicant had used a Form different than the Final Strategic project proposal form
provided by the Programme for this Call

D} The Final Strategic project proposal (paper version) was not duly signed on each page
by the Lead Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not bind in a
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single document

E) The Final Strategic project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts |- § 12
and secfions as required -
F) The minimum partnership {including the minimum participating countries represented) | . § &0

rule established for a project proposal has not been complied with
G) The Programme grants foreseen for the Final Strategic project proposal or the

contribution required for each project partner does not comply with the thresholds set | §5 .
out by this Call
H) The Lead Applicant had been changed between the 1% and the 2™ step, as well as, | e
other obligatory part/s of the Final Strategic Project proposal hasihave been modifiedin | .~ §4°
contrast with the rules set out by the Call. 1.
[) The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents or | §'10"':=

clarification within the expiration term as required

J) The Final Strategic project closure is foreseen beyond 31 March 2016

13.2. Grounds for Final Beneficiary rejection

A Final Beneficiary (which means a partner of a Strategic Project) will be assessed (only one time)
against a set of formal eligibility and admissibility criteria following the rules set hereto {this paragraph
not regards the eligibility and admissibility assessment of the Lead Applicant). :

1) ltis noteligible to join the Strategic Project Proposal if:
a) ltisnotalegal person; : _
b) It isnot a body with nationality from one of Programme Par’ticipaiing Country,
¢) Itisa firm but not a SME (micro enterprise included);
d) Itisa Serbian enterprise (SME); '
e) it falls in one of situations listed under Section 6.4 above;
2) ltis not admitted to join the Strategic Project Proposal if:
a) Itfiled in wrongly the Expression of interest: title or project acronym, body name;
b) 1t didn't sign the Expression of Interest in handwriting;
c) The Expression of interest was signed by an unauthorized person;
d) ' The Expression of Interest has been modified from the form provided by the Programme;
e) It filed in wrongly the “de minimis” Declaration: itle or project acronym, body name;
f) lididn't sign the “de minimis” Declaration in handwriting; '
g} The"de minimis" Declaration was signed by an unauthorized person;
h) The "de minimis" Declaration has been medified from the form provided by the Programme.
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§.14- QUALITY ASSESSMENT GRIDS

Projects submitted under the 1° Step procedure will be assessed against a set of quality assessment
criteria® as follows:

"_se_éti'pnsf B S N R Mo
orterian. |~ Quality assessment critoria under the 1° step of the selection procedure . | %X
A | Strategic relevance (max15) - FUA ey R Lo 15
ad Does the project contribute to achieving general and specific objectives of the concemned Strategic theme | &
i in the Programme area?
a.2 Is the project in compliance with the relevant EU policies and horizontal issues? 5
2.3 Are the project objectives coherent with the national and sub-national policies of the territories} 5
- 7 participating in the project?
B . .| Cross-border character of the intervention = 75 o g R i0 =
b.1 How many Adriatic Countries are present in the project? (6 Countries: 0 points; 7 Countries: 3 points; 8| &
) Countries: 5)
b2 Does the project have a positive and long-lasting impact on the whole Programme area? _ 5
‘€| Quality of the proposed partriership -7 - L D TR 25
Does the Lead Beneficiary have expetience in cross-border or other international project management | 5
.7 and sufiicient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the project and coaordination of a cross-border
) partnership?
: 5
c.2 Is the partnership able to disclose results and impacts in the whole Programme area?
c3 Does the partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concerned and the capacity to 5
’ propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the territories addressed?
cd Does the parinership have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization and of awareness | 9
- raising and spreading of achievements in the territories, participating in the profect?
Is the partnership harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of representativeness,[ 5
c.5 competences and active involvement in the project activities per Country regarding the Strategic Theme
concerned? )
D . .} Quality of intervention and value for money T S s A |28
d.1 Does the project contribute to the achievement of the Strategic theme objeciives through achievable{ 5
) actions? )
5
d2 Are the activities clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the objectives of the Strategic Theme?
Does the project foresee during its iife-time concrete actions to ensure sustainability of its results after | 5
d.3 o " .
the Programme Contribution funding ends?
5
d4 . Does the project represent a capitalization of previous experiences in different Programmes?
. 5
d5 Is the budget rationally distributed among partners according to the role assigned to each of them?

? The sub-guestions to all the quality assessment criteria will be annexed to the Applicants' Manual
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Projects submltted under the 2° Step procedure will be assessed agamst a set of quality criteria as
follows:

: :: Consrstency with the Programme Strate )

Does the project contribute to achieving genera| ancl specific objectwes of the 6

a1 concerned Strategic theme in the Programme area?

a2 s the project in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the horizontal issues of 4
- the Programme and with the relevant EU rules (regulations, directives, etc.)?

a3 s the project coherent with the national policies of the Countries parlicipating in the 4

- | operation? .

a4 s the project coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the involved 6
) territories?

B | Cross-border character of the intervention . - - _ : : 17

b.A How many Adriatic Countries are present in the prOJect'? (6 Countnes [v] pomts 7 5
: Countries: 3 points; 8 Countries: 5)

b2 Are all compulsory activities fully |mplemenled in all Countries, participating in the 6
) project?

b.3 To what extent does the proposal ensure that projects are jointly developed, jointly 6 '
) implemented, jointly financed and that it has joint staffing?

¢+ | quality of the proposed partnership "~~~ 1 - loies

Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross—border or other :n’temahonal
c.1 project management and sufficient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the 5
project and coordination of a cross-border parinership?

c.2 Is the partnership able to disclose results and impacts in the whole Programme area? 5

Does the partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concerned
c.3 and the capacity to propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the . 5
territories addressed?

Does the partnershlp have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mohilization and
cd of awareness raising and spreading of achievements in the territories, participating in 5]
ihe project? '

s the partnership harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of
c.5 representaliveness, competences and aclive involvement in the project activities per 5
Country regarding the Strategic Theme concemed?

D | Quality of mterventtan B T T B O I T
dA Are the activilies, the work p!an and the tlmetable clear, reallstlc and approprlate to 9
) achieve the expected results and the objectives of the project?
d.2 Are tasks, activilies and results clearly and appropriately distributed among the 6
) Beneficiaries according to their territorial and institutional competences?
Is the project added value clearly identifiable in relation to the specific problems the 3

.d'3 oroject is addressed to?

: Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able fo
d4 ensure the adequate coordination of the partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of 3
the activities progress, and the cammunication and publicity of the operation?

d5 Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibility to have a 4
) follow up after the end of the Programme contribution?
' E | Budget of the project =i . - 13
el Does the project budget represent value for money'? _ 7
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Are the esfimated expenditures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory

&2 implementation of the foreseen activities?

§.15. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

Lead Applicants of projects selected for funding will be required to sign the IPA Subsidy Contract in
three copies and to provide an original copy of the Partnership Agreement signed by all the involved
Final Beneficiaries. Both the IPA Subsidy Contract and the Parinership Agreement are based on the
forms published in the Programme website.

The Lead Applicant must sent to the Managing Authority the contracting documents as required by
this Authority with the funding allocation letter (FAL). These documents must be sent within and not
later than 45 days from the receipt of the FAL. This is a mandatory term and its expiration, outside
from objective causes that have prevented the parties to sign or to provide timely the documents
above mentioned or from authorized cases ™, will cause the loss of grants to whole project. :

The Managing Authority will sign the IPA Subsidy Contract after receiving the threé copies already
signed by the Lead Beneficiary. -

The IPA Subsidy Contract will determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. A copy of the General Conditions and Forms of the IPA Subsidy
Contract and of the Partnership Agreement are published in the Programme website:
www.adriaticipachg.org. o o

If in case of an approved project, a partner, due to particular situation, decides to drop out the
partnership or it cannot be granted since it didn’t provide the missed documents properly required, the
project shall be subject to a new quality assessment. This fact does not prevent to finance already

selected projects.

A Final Beneficiary cannot be granted if it miss to provide the following documents to the Managing
Authority before the MA signature of IPA Subsidy Contract:

a) It didn't proved the power of attorney of signatory person in compliance with Statute rule or
national law quoted in its commitment documents;

b) It didn't provided a photocopy of identification document of who sign (legal r'epresentative or
delegated person) the commitment documents;

c) ltdidn’t provide the supporting documents as required in the Call;

d) It didn’t provide the Final Beneficiary Bank Account Identification Notice as required in the
Call;

e) It didn't provide the fulfilled form required to access to MIS (the Programme Management
Information System). '

In case of financing to Final Beneficiary with a grant exceeding € 500.000, in accordance with Article
173(4) of the rules implementing the Financial Regulation {(Commission Regulation (EC, EURATOM)
No 2342/2002), an audit report produced by an approved external auditor must be submitted by the
related Beneficiary. That report must certify the accounts for the last two financial years available. No
financial audit shall be required to any public body.

e It is recommended to submit the refevant construction pemils na later than 6 months after signing the IPA Subsfdy Contract.
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The contracting and implementing rules are described in the Programme Management and Control
Manual as here referred.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary up to 20% of
Community contribution allocated to the project in compliance with the contract provisions. The
advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the condition that the Managing Authority will
recognize it where no financial risk has been detected towards any of the prOJect pariners. Where
required, an appropriate financial guarantee may be required to the Final Beneficiary involved. Public
bodies do not provide any financial guarantee.

In compliance with article 17.3 of General Conditions of the [PA Subsidy Contract, as referred in-§ 17,
the Programme contribution fo projects will be reduced if at the end of the 1 year of project
implementation, the expenditure is below 30% of the total project budget foreseen and updated at the
date of project’s start.

In compliance with art. 3.2 of General Conditions of the IPA Subsidy Contract, as referred in § 17, the
preparatory expenditures (WP0) must be reported within the 31/10 of the same year when the IPA
Subsidy Contract had been signed by the confracting parties, otherwise it cannot be reported anymore
and the relative grants will be lose.

According to Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, as amended by the EC Regulation n. 80/2010,
for the award of service, supply and work contracts, all Beneficiaries (public and private) of the
approved and funded projects must apply the procurement procedures for the “External aid rules’
established in Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3
of Part 2, Title Ill of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C
{2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and procedures applicable to service, supply and work
contracts financed by the general budget of the European Communities for the purposes of
cooperation with third countries. Guidelines for using these procedures are available on the
Programme website i
hitp://www.adriaticipacbg.orgfindex.asp?page=internadlevel=implementation documents.

This Call, its annexes and any clarifications and' information regarding the Call and the further
selection procedure will be available on the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org .

For any request please contact the Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Jaint Technical Secretariat — IPA Adriatic CBC Programme - cfo Regione Abruzzo Servizio
Attivita Internazionali - Via Salaria Antica Est, n. 27 - 67100 L’Aquila - ltaly

E-mail address: info@adriaticipacbc.org ‘

Fax address: +39 0862 22520

Additional information on project generation may be obtained from national info points, establrshed in
participating countries. The addresses are available on the Programme website.

In the Programme website the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) are available giving information on
general issues or on Country related specific issues. JTS helps applicants to solve problems and
answers to specific questions mainly by email, even though it provides also support by phone for
technical issues, such as how to fill in some sections of the Forms included in the Application
Package.

Final Beneficiaries may put questions in writing (email or fax) no later than 5 days before the closing
date for delivering the Application Package, and the JTS shall provide the answers to the questions in
writing no later than 2 days before the closing date. The JTS has no obligation to provide further

.
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clarifications after this date. In any case, JTS will prowde information how to fill in the Forms provided
within the Call closing date.

No individual replies to queries with regard to the status of the selection procedure can be given in any
way.

in the interest of equal treatment of Lead Applicants, the Managing Authority cannot give a prior
opinion on the compliance of the proposals with the eligibility and selection criteria. Questions that
may be relevant to other Lead Apphcants together with the answers, will be published on the
Programme website.

In addition, during the course of the evaluation procedure important notices to Lead Applicants may be
published on the Programme website at www.adriaticipacbc.org together with the other documents
related to this call, as the need arises. The Lead Applicants are therefore strongly encouraged to
regularly consuit this webpage. .

§.17. MISCELLANEOUS AND RULES ON COMPLIANCE

1. The commitment and information documents as required must be provided by filling in the forms
published on the Programme website without any madifications, addition or erasing of content not
previously authorized by MA.

2. Where required, signature must be referred to the signatory person. Additionally, the signature
must be handwritten, original, unique and made by using wet marking ink. It is not a valid
signature any sign that is printed or stamped. Electronic and stamp signature are not acceptable
in any case even if they are allowed by national law.

3. Any notification made by the Managing Authority/JTS will be carried out only by fax at the fax-
number indicated in the Declaration of Lead Applicant. The MA will keep appropriate records of
notification to the Lead Applicants during the whole selection procedure and of the Lead
Applicants fax number. Any variation of the fax number indicated in the Declaration of Lead
Applicant must be notified immediately to the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat. The
Managing Authority is not responsible if the fax number was wrongly indicated or not updated by
the Lead Applicant and the communication cannot reached the receiver indicated as contact
person in the Project Application Form. The reception of the fax by the addressee fax machine is
the legal evidence that the fax comunication was duly deilvered to the contact person of the Lead
Applicant.

4. The stamp of duty office of the Managing Authority and the reference number given to Application
package is the on!y way to prove that the application had been received before the expiration
ferm.

5. Lead Applicants are aware of that the delivering of Application package is on their own
responsibility and the fact that the delivery carried out over the expiration term will be not
accepted since it is not valid the date of sending as proved by any means. A failed delivery by
force majeure or unforeseen incidents is on the own responsibility of Lead Applicants.

6. Personal data will be treated in comp!iance with the Programme privacy statement published on
Programme web-site:

htto: /iwww_adriaticipacbe.org/download/LEGAL FRAMEWORK/privacy/Privacy statement.pdf

7. Without prejudice to any right of Final Beneficiaries, a complaint against the results of selection
procedure or against the exclusion of partner may be settled in amicable way before the
Managing Authority. For this purpose, the complainant shall communicate in writing the complaint
and its grounds to the MA within 30 day from the date of receipt of notice of exclusion. The
Managing Authority will reply within 20 calendar days from the delivery date of the complaint.

8. Proceedings may be started at the Regional Administrative Court of L'Aquila - Italy.
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9.  Without any express reserve or refuse by the {.ead Beneficiary regarding technical or commercial
secrets or preservation of rights or any of its project partners, the Managing Authority is entitled to
allow the complainant to have access to any information reported in the Project proposal, in
compliance with Abruzzo Regional Law No. 1/2000 ruling the access fo file. An unofficial English
translation of this Statute is published on Programme website:

hitp://www.adriaticipacbc.org/download/LEGAL FRAMEWORK/Procedures granting access/Abr
uzzo%20Reqgion Reg 1 2000 EN.pdf

5 15. REFERENCE RULES

“oE

i

Before the submission of any project, pay attention to the following rules:

o Council Regulation (EC) No. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA Regulation) and following integrations and amendments;

¢ Commission Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC)
No. 1085/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Regulation} and following integrations and amendments;

a |PA Adriatic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013 last approved version amended with EC
Decision C(2011) No. 3396 on 18.5.2011;

o External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No. 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title Ill of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No.
2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) NO. 2034 of 24 May 2007.

2 Regulgtion {(EC} No. 45/2001 as regarding the personal data processing;

¢  Abruzzo Regional L.aw No 1/2000 as regarding the access to file of selection procedure;

2 Programme Management and Control Manual, published in the Programme website:
http:/fwww.adriaticipacbe.org/download/Programme Management and Control_Manual. pdf

2 |PA Subsidy Contract and its General Conditions, both of them are published in the Programme
website:
hitp://www.adriaticipacbe.arg/download/IMPLEMENTING _DOCUMENTS/Subsidy Contract Pack
.Zip

o Partnership Agreement, published in the Programme website:
htip://www.adriaticipacbc, orgldownload!lMPLEMENT!NG DOCUMENTS/IPA Partnership Agree
ment Form.pdf

o Financial guarantee, published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbc.org

5.19. ANNEXES ANDFORMS

Here are annexed the following documents:

Annex |- Priority Il - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Improving marine,
coastal and delta rivers environment by joint management in the Adriatic area

Annex |I: Priority I - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Protection from ballast
water pollution in the Adriatic area ' '

Annex lI: Priority Il - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Integrated and
sustainable management of drinking water resources in the Adriatic area
Annex V. Priority il - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Protection and

prevention of natural risks in the Adriatic area, with particular attention to fire risk

Annex V: Priority Il - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Tourism with emphasis
on sustainable management and marketing of natural and culfural resources in the Adriatic area
Annex VI: The Applicants’ Manual :
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The forms to apply under each step of the selection procedure are the following:

Forms for 1° Step:
1. Strategic project proposal for 1° step
2. Declaration of the Lead Applicant -
3. Expression of interest

Forms for 2° Step:

Final Strategic Project proposal for 2° step

Expression of interest (only for a new partner that joined the proposal under the 2° step)
The “de minimis" Deciaration

Final Beneficiary bank account information notice

Letter of Association

Project budget break-down

Project investment details

NO s

All forms are published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbc.org
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The Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) is the financial instrument established by the European Union
(EC Regulation n. 1085/2006) to assist Candidate Countries and Potential Candidate Countries
(beneficiary Countries) in their progressive alignment with the standards and policies of the European
Union, including where appropriate the "acquis communautaire”, with a view to membership.

Component [l of this Instrument finances initiatives of cross-border cooperation among Member States
and beneficiary Couniries, in order to promote good and neighbouring relations, foster stability,
security and prosperity in the mutual interest of all the Countries concerned and to encourage their
harmon:ous balanced and sustainable development.

The Adriatic Basin is a very important cooperation area for the European Union, for all coastal
Member (Greece, ltaly and Slovenia) and non-Member States (Albania, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia), hereafter “Participating Countries”, because of the close historical,
geographical, cultural, social and economic linkages.

As sfated in the Operational Programme, the generai objective of the IPA Adriatic Cross-border
Cooperation (CBC) Programme (hereafter, "Programme”) is to strengthen the sustainable
development capacity of the Adriatic Region through an agreed strategy of act.rons among the pariners
of the eligible territories.

Under this general objective, specific themes are identified by the Joint Monitoring Commitiee as
being particularly important for all territories of the Programme space. This targeted call for proposals
is faunched aiming 1o elaborate “Strategic projects” corresponding to the mentioned themes.

Characteristics of Strategic projects

Strategic projects shall aim at producing a wide impact and optimising the effects of the Programme
on the Adriatic basin. They must demonstrate their strategic dimension by presenting high standards
regardlng these important features:

a} Compliance with European, national and regional policies: strategic relevance
Strategic projects must deal with the problems andfor opportunities that reflect the real needs of the
Programme area, are of common interest and have a high relevance to the entire or a large part of the
Adriatic Sea area with its hinterland (the so called “sea-basin approach”). They must be developed in
compliance with EU, national and regional policies of the Participating Countries where special
attention is given to the EU Directives relating to the Adriatic sea-basin. The strategic projects must
show how they will contribute to implement the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas; where it is possible
an opening fowards Community policies regarding “Europe 2020", as a new strategy, is
recommended. Strategic projects should also ensure equal opportunities between men and women_
and to avoid all klnds of discrimination. '

b) Capitalization

It is essential that Strategic projects are built on the basis of a thorough knowledge of
local/national/European existing situation in the particular thematic area, that they take int¢ account
public policies as well as the experiences and results from past and running projects from different EU,
national or sub-nationat funded Programmes implemented in the geographical area concerned.

Where possible, strategic projects should be connected with existing initiatives and Programmes and
forge links to other similar running projects in the Adriatic area in order to generate significant added
value and gain synergies. Therefore, Strategic projects are advised to take into account results
achieved and problems solutions solved by projects implemented during the 2000-2006 programming
period, especially in the cooperation area of the Programme (ERDF, CARDs and Neighbourhood
Frogrammes) and in the same “Strategic theme”. Strategic projects partners are invited fo also
consider innovative projects implemented in other on-going Programmes that involve the eligible
cooperation Programme area (Transnational ETC Programmes, ENPlI CBC Mediterranean
Programme, Cross border ETC and IPA CBC Programmes). '
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c) Significant and long-lasting impact on the cooperation area
Strategic projects must have the widest geographical coverage possible involving partners from many
Participating Countries and involve the most relevant pariners able and commitied to achieve the
envisaged outputs and resulis.

Strategic projects should have a positive long-lasting impact in the cooperation area and with the
possibility to extend their effects beyond project targeted area, beyond the actual contents of the
project and beyond the lifetime of IPA funding and make a relevant contribution to the Programme
specific objectives:
a) to produce a leverage effect on financial resources to catalyse other private and/or public
financing and human resources;
b) to permit the consolidation and the stab:!ization of the parinership regarding the strategy
development priorities of the territories;
c) tocreate permanent cooperation opportunities;
d) tobring abouf positive changes in stalkeholders’ behaviour.

e) Tang:ble and visible results
Results of Strategic projects have to produce concrete benefits, directly or indirectly to the whole or a
large part of the Programme area through a wider dissemination {e.g. common methods, results of
pilot projects made available to all partners, benchmarks, exchange of best practices, experiences’ of
existing cooperation, etc.). '

Strategic projects should aim for visible and tangible results and measurable outcomes. They shall
not be limited only to produce information and analyses with a theoretical approach but they should be
performed for the purpose of support or guidance towards concrete results of a project. Strategic
project could also pave the way to future major investments.

Strategic projects must have tangible impact on actors and territories, fostering conscolidation and
stabilization of the partnership as to strategy development priorities in the territories and being
transferable in other 1PA regions, '

F} Strong and coherent partnership '
Strategic projects shall allow for the building of active high-quality partnerships around key actors who
have competences in the Strategic themes, involving decision makers, thematic experis, specialised
bodies and end-users. As a resuit, parinership should be diverse and complementary and should refer
to a multi-level governance model as well as to a multi-dimensional governance system. Besides,
strong cross-border cooperation must be ensured with harmaonious, fair and balanced involvement of
all partners.

There must be a strict relation between project objectives and the institutional, administrative and
technical competences of partners. Partners must take a commitment among them for the
achievement of expected results. Each project pariner should have a clearly defined role in the
project, described in the project work packages.

d) Sustainability of results
Strategic projects must ensure that the resulis achieved will be further sustained after the end of the
project. Partners should be able to generate effects in the mid/long term, alsc by producing a lever
effect on financial resources involving other private and/or public donorsfinvestors. Morecver they
should seek to reinforce local ownership of project benefits, introduce project practises and results in
everyday practice and further strengthen the institutional framework of the project, by extending its
footprint and involving a broad number of relevant stakeholders.
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5.2. ELIGIBLE PROGRAMME STRATEGIC THEME<S>

This Call concerns Strategic projects referred to Priority 3 of the Programme: “Accessibility and
Networks™. It aims at strengthening and integrating existing infrastructure networks, promoting and
developing transport, information and communication services. Fundamental role fo the development
and the revival of the Adriatic area is the development of the infrastructure and the promotion of
transport, information and communication services.

A Strategic Project developed under Priority 3 shall refer to ONLY ONE of the following strategic
themes:

V' Improvement of integrated plans aimed at multi-modal solutions, especially links between
coastal zones and hinterland in the Adriatic area, including improvement of port, airport
systems and connected services.

v" Promotion of common models on sustainable transport services fo |mprove links in the Adriatic
area including improvement of port, airport systems and connected services.

A Strategic Projects cannot refer to more than one of eligible Strategic Theme.

§SGRANT8AV JLABLE

The Priority 3 budget foreseen for this Call for proposals is up to 33.000.000,00 EUR (thirty-three
millions EUR), 28.050.000,00 EUR (85%) of which ensured by Community IPA funds and
4.950.000,00 EUR (15%) of which ensured by the nationat co-financing.

The number of projects financed will depend on the JMC final decision for allocation of funds
available for this Call with the aim, where possible, to finance at least one praject proposal for each
Strategic Theme. .

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) has the right not to grant any project under each Strategic
Theme, if no project proposal under that Strategic Theme is eligible for funding, as well as, the Joint
Monitoring Committee reserves the right to reduce or increase the funds for this Call having regard the
available Programme financial resources when the final decision will be taken.

§. 4. PROJECT CONTENT

The content of Strategic projects must be referred to one of the Strategic themes eligible for this Call,
otherwise the whole. project will be rejected.

Strategic themel/s are outlined in detail in the specification here enclosed in Annex | and Ii, as integral
parts of this Call. A project proposal has to be consistent with the specifi c objectives of the Strategic:
Theme concerned as defined in the Terms of Reference.

The financial size of the project should truly reflect the activities. foreseen in the work plan. The
projects should be managed in compliance with the principles of sound financial management. The
estimated project budget must be indicated in EUR, also by pariners established in Participating
Countries having a different currency.

Cooperation among the project partners has to be clearly descrtbed in the Strategic Project Proposal
and implemented involving all of the following modalities:

¢ Joint development.

& Joint implementatiosn.
z  Joinf sfaffing.

o Joint financing.
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The meaning and the details of the list of matters, above mentioned, are given in Section 6.2.4 of the
Applicants’ Manual. Please, refer to that Section on description of the Strategic Prcuect Proposal
content, '

Strategic projects should be performed in accordance with the partner's characteristics on the basis of
the following criteria (af least):
1. Representaliveness:
« Terrtorial coverage.
»  Capacily of developing aclivities that meet a general inferest.
« Capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization.
» Capacity in achieving the oufputs and resuits.
Cross border dimension.
Capacity of awareness raising, spreading and capitapitazation of achievements..
Capacity to promote sustainability secure the continuation of project benefits after the
completion of the project and maximize its impact.

Bl

The total project budget cannot be modified more than 20% of the budget previously defined, and
specific objectives of project cannoct be modified between the 1% and 2™ step of selection procedure.

Also, the name of the project proposal (title and acronym included) cannot be modified between the 1=
and the 2™ step procedure, otherwise the project will be considered as a new proposal and will be not
accepted in whole.

The “strategic partnership” should be identified already at the 1™ step. Lead Applicants invited to the
2 step procedure may, in duly justified circumstances, replace former Final Beneficiary under the

condition that such replacing is taken within the same Participating Country originally involved or may

add a new Final Beneficiary where an invitation from JMC has been received.

In any case an excluded project partner cannot be replaced with a new partner within the same step of
the selection procedure, as well as, the Lead Applicant cannat be replaced with a new Lead outside
from the case of legal succession and the matters pertaining thereto.

In order to be eligible, a Strategic Project must involve at least 6 partneré representing at least 6
Participating Countries among Member States and |PA beneficiary. Countries.

With the aim to optimize the project management, this Call recommends to involve not more than 18
partners for each Strategic project.

All project partners must have an active role in the project. Any of them cannot act as an agent or as
a supplier of another project partner. In such cases the related expenditures will not be eligible.
According to Article 96 of EC Regulation n. 718/2007, the project pariners must appoeint a lead partner

among themselves prior to the submission of the Strategic project proposal. The Lead partner/Lead

Beneficiary shall assume the following responsibilities:

o it shall Iay down the arrangements for its relations with the project partners in an agreement
comprising, infer alia, provisions guaranteeing the sound financial management of the funds
allocated to the project, including the arrangements for recovering amounts unduly paid;

¢ it shall be responsible for ensuring the implementation of the entire project;

& it shall be responsible for transferring the IPA contribution to the project partners;

g it shal ensure that the expenditure presented by the project partners has been paid for the
purpose of implementing the project and corresponds to the activities agreed among the project
partnership;

g it shall verify that the expenditure presented by the project partners has been validated by the
controllers referred to in Article 108 of the EC Regulation n. 718/2007.

Final Strategic Projects should be well-structured with a work plan where bbjectives, action, activities,
partners engaged and responsibilities, duration and results have to be clearly detailed and described.
The work plan has to be structured in different Work Packages {(WPs) as required by the Annexes i
and il herein.

N
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\““"T’I’:e work plan is then based on two categories of work packages:
e Horizontal Work Packages related to the management of the project, to cemmunication and
dissemination activities and to capitalization of results (Work Packages 0, 1, 2 and 3);
= Technical Work Packages focused on the concrete implementation of the activities of the
project. ’ :

Work packages related to the management of the project, to communication and dissemination
activities and to capitalization of results (Work Packages 1, 2 and 3) are compulsory, whilst the
Technical Work Packages shall be developed by Applicants taking into consideration the compulsory
and suggested activities listed in the Terms of Reference.

Each project proposal must clearly specify the concrete outputs and strategic results they aim to
preduce and the actions necessary to achieve them. More details are given in the Applicants' Manual.

In order to support the achievement of the objectives of the project, and in particular where the
implementation of the project proposed by the project partners require financial support to be given to
third parties, the project partners may propose awarding sub-grants.

Sub-granting is part of the type of actions that can be implemented in the framework of the
Programme. However, sub-granting may not be the main purpose of the project and it must be duly
justified.

In case where the project partners foresee to award sub-grants, it has to be specified in the project
proposal (in the 1% step) which Final Beneficiaries intend to sub-grant a limited part of the Programme
Contribution required, the list of type of activities to which sub-granting is addressed, the objectives
and results to be obtained and the total amount of the grant.

In the preparation of final project proposal for 2™ step, where a sub-granting implementation modality
will be foreseen the project partner shall strictly defined the conditions for sub-granting (specify the
maximum amount per sub-grant and the criteria for determining the exact amount) in order to leave no
room for discretion as well as the criteria for the selection of third parties (sub-beneficiaries) which
must be carried out only by public calls.

The total ‘amount that a Final Beneficiary can sub—granf to third parties is limited to € 100.000 with a
maximum of € 10.000 per each third party. '

A Strategic Project must have a duration of at least 24 months but in any case they must be
concluded by March 31%, 2016, regardless of their duration, otherwise the proposal will be rejected

The total project budget for Strategic Projects must respect the following thresholds of value:
& - Minimum total Project budget: 5,000.000,00 EUR.
o Maximum total Project budget: 12.500.000,00 EUR.

As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary budgét cannot exceed 40% of the total project budget and
must have a minimum tofal budget of 150.000 EUR..

Total project budget includes the Programme Contribution {IPA funds and national co-financing) and.
Final Beneficiary's own contribution, if the Beneficiary is acting in the project as undertaking.

The IPA co-financing rate covers up to 85% of the total Programme contribution while 15% of the total
Programme contribution is guaranteed by the national co-financing by each Final Beneficiary,
according to the system applied by each Participating Country,
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~The natuonal co-financing coniribution does not include own additional and vo[untary contrabutmns
which are not part of the Programme contribution.

State aid can be granted to Final Beneficiaries {not to the Lead Beneficiaries} only under the “de
minimis" rule. in such case, the maximum aid intensity is equal to 85% of the grant that would have
been assigned if the Beneficiary was not acting in the project as an underiaking. Final Beneficiaries
must declare if they are or not acting in the project by making undertaking activities by using the “de
minimis” Declaration form published in the Programme website. -

§ 6 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FINAL BENEFICIARIES

6.1. Eligibility criteria for'project partner
As eligibility rule, each Final Beneficiary should be a:

1) body or firm, whether public or private, as follows:
A Public bodies. Legai entities established under public iaw.
. Private organi: organizations, governed by national private law. They include:
a) non-enterprise organizations (for i.e., non-profit organizatlons foundations, research
centres and other simitar lﬂSt]tUtanSl and
b small and medium sized enterprises’.

C. Bodies governed by public law. This is a conceptual category of entities established
under private law but governed by public law if they meet all the criteria required under
Article 1.9 of Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31
March 2004. '

Thereof, a 'body governed by public law' means anybody:

a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest?, not
‘having an industrial or commercial character;

b) having a legal personality; and '

¢) financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies
governed by public law; or subject o management supervision by those bodies; or
having an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, of which more than half
members are appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies
gaverned by public law.

2) established in one of the Programme participating country and

:

3) with legal personality.

Consultancy companies having both, in their business activities and within the project, as main
‘scope the provision of project coordination, management, communication or knowledge management
services {i.e.; activities to be implemented within the Work Package G, 1, 2, 3, efc.) should not be
invalved as project partner.

An entity that applies as Lead partner or project partner which is part of an eligible legal person (as a
Department, Faculty, Institute or a administrative functional unit with administrative, financial and/or
contracting autonomy but without own legal personality) represents in the project proposal the
institution in whole. '

ta privale organisation has fo be considered an enterprise if it complies with the considerations of the whereas n. 3 of the
Commission Recommendation (2003/361/EC) of 06/05/2003 (notified under document number C(2003) 1422). For more details,
see § 5.1.1 “Partner legal status” of the Applicants' Manual.

? The meaning of the tem is referred to the definition used in Annex 1 "Definition of Terms® of White Book of European
Commission on Services of General inferests - COM(2004) 374 def. For more details, see § 5.1.1 "Partner lzgal status” of the
Apglicants’ Manual. .
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lnternatlonai organizations’ are not eligible to appiy as Final Beneficiaries but onEy as associated
institutions as described in Section 6.2.

6.2. Associated institution

Any interested institution/legal entity can also be involved in the strategic project as observers with
associate status without financially contributing to the project. As they are not Final Beneficiaries,
associates do not have to respect the eligibility rules established by this Call. :

6.3. Eligibility of Serbian partners

Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory under a phasing out condition: it means
that Serbian Beneficiaries shall participate only in projects that involve institutional cooperation
mrtratwee and their participation regards the following reievant areas:

1) Science and Research, Transport, Connectrvﬁy, Economic Regional Development,
Governance and Public Administration.

The expenditures of Serbian Final Beneficiaries are eligible at the latest until 31Et December 2015,
Serbian SMEs are not eligible as Final Beneficiaries. ,

6.4. Grounds for exclusi.on of project partner

A prOJect partner will be excluded from pmJect partnershlp if it falls into at least one of the following
situations:

a. is bankrupt or being wound up, is having its affairs administered by the courts, has entered
info agreement with creditors, has suspended business activities, is the subject of
‘proceedings concerning the matters, or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar
procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations:

b. has been convicted of an offence concerning professional conduct by a judgment which, in
accordance with legal provisions of the State, has the force of res judicata;

c. has been guilty of grave professional misconduct that the Menaging Authority can verify by
any means,

d.. has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the
.payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the Country in which it is
-established or the Country of the Managing Authoraty or the Country where the activities are
to be performed;

e. has been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud, corruption,
involvement in a criminal association or any other illegal activity detrimental to the
Communities' financial interests;

f. has been declared, referring to other procurement procedure or grant award procedure
financed by the Communlty s budget, fo be in serrous breach of contract for failure to comply
with its contractual obligations;

g. itis currently subject to an administrative pena!ty for being in serious breach of its chligations
under any subsidy contract covered by the EU budget or for being gilty of misrepresentation
in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority as a condltlon to receive the
grant or fails to supply this information.

The term is based on the definilion given under Article 43.2 of Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) Ne. 2342/2002. For
more detzils, see § 5.1.1 “Partner legal status” of the Applicants’ Manual.
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The cases referred to in point (e) applicable are the following:

1. cases of fraud as referred to in Article 1 of the Cornvention on the protectlon of the European I

Communities' financial interests drawn up by the Council Act of 26 July 1995*

2. cases of corruption as referred to in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption
involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European
Union, drawn up by the Council Act of 26 May 19977,

3. cases of participation in a criminal organization, as defined in Article 2(1) of Joint Action
98/733/JHA of the Council’;

4, cases of money Iaundenng as defined in Article 1 of Council Directive 91/308/EEC’.

The exclusion criteria are also related to the natural person who acis as a representative including

presidents, dlrectors managers or any person with powers of representation in relation to the project
partner.

A project partner will be excluded also if during the project selection procedure:

o a conflict of interests will be detected towards a member of Joint Monitoring Committee or an
‘expert assessor involved in the assessment procedure;

o any person related to the project partner's organization has attempted to obtain confidential
information or influence any member of Joint Monitoring Committee or any expert assessor
invalved in the assessment procedure,

o it isguilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the Managing Authority
or by the Joint Technical Secretariat in order to obtain an unfair admission to the Call.

Also, a project partner will be not admitted to when it has not provided the:
1. Expression of Interest (not for Lead Applicants),
2. “deminimis" Declaration (not for Lead Applicants),

3. Declaration of the Lead Appficant (only for Lead Applicants).

6.5. L.ead Beneficiary eligibility criteria

Only pubtic bodies and bodies governed by public law should assume the role of Lead Beneficiary in
the Strategic projects admitted to this Call.

Lead Beneficiary cannot be eligible for grants if it falls under the “de minimis" regime as ruled in the
Section 5 of this Call.

If a body is involved in more than one Strategic.Project Proposal in the same Call for Strategic
Projects Proposals, as a Lead Applicant, the following Strategic Pro;ects Proposals submitted will be
considered not admissible and therefore they will be rejected.

Where a Lead Applicant is not eligible or admissible to this Call, the whole Application will be rejected.

*QJ C 3186, 27.11.1995, p.48.
5 0J € 195, 25.6.1997, p.1.
® 0J L 351, 20.12.1998, p.1. Joint Action of 21 December 1998 making il a criminal offence to participale in a criminal
ergamsalmn inthe Member Stales of the European Union.

7 QJ L 166, 28.6.1991, p. 77. Direclive of 10 June 1991, as amended by Directive 2001/97/EC of the Europsan Parliament and
of the Council of 4 December 2001 {OJ L 344, 28.12. 2001 p.78).
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§.7. PROGRAMME ELIGIBLE AREA AND LOCATION OF ACTIVITIES -

The Programme eligible area consists of the NUTS 3 territories of the participating EU Member States
(Greece, Haly, Slovenia) and the equivalent level territories of the participating Candidate Countries
(Montenegro), Acceding Country (Croatia) and of the Potential Candidate Countries {Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina) on the Adriatic Sea. Serbia participates in the Programme with the whole territory.

According to the Article 97 of IPA Implementing Regulation, the Programme admits derogation to the
territorial eligibility rule for adjacent areas to eligible territories, up to the limit of 20% of the amount of
the Community contribution to the Programme. However, this does not mean that a fixed share of 20%
of the Programme budget is reserved for partners from these areas. The cross border added value of
participation of partners from these areas will be assessed on project basis. In case this limit is
reached, the JMC will not finance, totally or partly, expenditures incurred in territorial derogation areas.

The detailed list of the eligible territories (with the territorial derogations) is the fo[lowmg

Greece: Kerkyra and Thesprotia.

taly: Gorizia, Trieste, Udine, Padova, Rovigo, Venezia, Ferrara, Forli-Cesena, Ravenna, Rimini,
Ancona, Ascoli Piceno, Fermo, Macerata, Pesaro-Urbino, Chieti, Pescara, Teramo, Campobasso,
Bari, Brindisi, Foggia, Barletta-Andria-Trani and Lecce.  Territorial derogation: ['Aquila,
Pordenone, Isernia, and Taranto.

Slovenia: Obalno-kraska regija. Territorial derogation: Goriska regijja and Notranjsko-kraska
regifa.

Croatia: Dubrovnik-Neretva, Istra; Lika-Senj; Primorje-Gorski kotar; Sibenik- Knm Split-Dalmatia,
and Zadar. Territorial derogation: Karlovac County.

Albania: Fier, Durrés, Lezha, Shkodér, Tirang, and Vioré.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Bileca, Capljiina, Citluk, Gacko, Grude, Jablanica, Konjic, Kupres,
Livno, Ljubinje, Ljubudki, Mostar, Neum, Nevesinje, Posusje, Prozor/Rama, Ravno, Siroki Brijeg,
Stolac, Berkavici, Tomislavgrad, Trebinje, and Istoéni Mostar. Territorial derogation: Sarajevo
Region, North-West Region and Central Region. _

Montenegro; Bar, Budva, Cetinje, Danilovgrad, Herceg Novi, Kotor, Niksi¢, Podgorica, Ulcinj and
Tivat. Territorial derogatlon Fljevifa, Bijelo Polje, Berane, RoZaje, Plav Andrijevica, Kofasin,
Mojkovac, Savnik, Zabljak, and PluZine.

¢ Serbia: whole territory (under phasing out condition).

[
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As general principle, the operation must be lmplemented in the Programme eligible area above
described. '

Project paf‘tners with their registered office located outside the Programme eligible area, can
participate with a regional/local branch office located in the Programme eligible area.

The term "branch” office means any “fixed establishiment’, which, according to Reg. (EC) No
282/2011, is other than the registered office, “characterized by a sufficient degree of permanence and
a sultabEe structure in terms of human and technical resources to enable it to recewe and use the
services supplied to it for its own needs

Where the beneficiary is located outside the Programme eligible area but participate with a
regionalfiocal branch office located in the Programme eligible area, it must explain its role in the
Programme area and where it operates in the eligible area with a branch office. Therefore, it has to
provide the following proofs: '
= at least one year of operation of the local organisationat unit in the Programme area must be
Justified with administrative or accounting documeniation; and
e the leader of the branch office must be an authorised representative of the final beneficiary,
entitled to act for the Imp!ementatlon of the project activities.

-11 -
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5.5. ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURE.

As general rule, expenditures are eligible for Final Beneficiaries from Greece, ltaly and Slovenia if
incurred on or after the 1% January 2007, and for Beneficiaries from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Croatia, Montenegro and Serbia if incurred from the date of the signature of Financing Agreements

between each of these Countries and the European Commission. These dates are specified in the
section 5.2. “Period of eligibility of expenditures” of Programme Management and Contro! Manual as a
reference document of this Call.

Costs in the project budget sheets must be foreseen in Euro currency and are considered eligible for
reimbhursement by the Programme when they are incurred in compliance with the rules set out in
Chapters 4 "Compliance with EU Policies and other rules” and 5 “Project expenditure and applicable
rules” of the Programme Management and Control Manual.

Shared costs. are not eligible for this Call.

Expenditures are considered to be incurred in the place where the Final Beneficiary has its
registered office or, if the Call rules for the branch office are respected, where it has located its
branch office. For. meeting/event and expenditure in ltangible assets, the location of the
meeting/event and of the tangible asset will be taken into consideration.

At project level, in exceptional cases, expenditures incurred outside the Programme area as defined
ahove, may be eligible provided that both foliowing conditions are respected:
1. the project could only achieve its abjectives with that expenditures (art. 97.1 second sub-
paragraph of Reg. (EC) 718/2007 as amended by Reg. (EC) 80/2010) and
2. the expenditures have been previously autharized in compliance with art. 97.2 of Reg. (EC)
718/2007.

This can be the case of National and regional public authorities or bodies gov’erned by public law
which are located outside the eligible area, and have neither a branch office in it, but which can be
necessary for the achievements of the project objectives due to their competences in the area, or their
particular tasksfexperience.

'§.9. RESPONSIBLE OF SELECTION PROCEDURES MANAGEMENT _

According o the IPA Adriatic Cross-border Cooperation Operational Programme, the responsible for
the procedures management of this Call is the Abruzzo Region of the ltalian Republic, "Direzione
Affari della Presidenza, Politiche Legislative e Comunitarie Programmazione, Parchi, Territorio,
Valutazioni ambientali, Energia - Servizio Altivita Internazionalf’ and its representative in charge as
Managing Authority.

In compliance with the Section 4.7 of the IPA Adriatic CBC Programme and with Section 4.1.2.1 of its
Implementation Manual, a two-step selection procedure is applied for the selection of Strategic
Projects. Under the first step, a targeted open call allows all potential efigible Final Beneficiaries to
apply to this Call by submitting a Strategic Project Proposal. Only the Projects that have been selected
at the end of the first step procedure, will be invited to submit the Final Strategic Project Proposal
under the-second step selection procedure. '

8 According {o the term regarding the “ENTRY INTO FORCE", these Agreements have eniered into force on the date of
signature. Where the Parties have signed an different dates, the Agreement was entered into force on the dale of signature by
the second of the two Parties.

-12-
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R ecting operations, prev;ously admitted to the quality assessment phase while the Managmg
Authority is responsible for whole application formal checks.

The Managing Authority/JTS may ask to the Lead Applicant to provide additional information,
documents or to clarify the supporting documents submitted in connection with the single step
procedure, in particular in the case of obvious clerical errors. If necessary to better achieve the formal
checks, the MA/JTS could require, also to the Programme National Authorities/Coordinator, to provide
documents that might integrate the evidential documents provided by the Final Beneficiaries.

The Managing Authority/JTS will notify the requirement to the Lead Applicant only by fax. The same
documents and information will not be required to be provided more than once during the whole
selection procedure. The MA will keep appropriate records of contacts with Lead Applicants during the
whole selection procedure. Lead Applicant must provide the information, clarification or document
within the expiration term as required.

The formal admissibility checks under both the two step procedures w&[l be based on the criteria set
in Section 13 of this Call. :

The guality assessment of project proposals for each step of the selection procedure will be based
on the specific assessment criteria set in Section 14.

Proposals not fulfilling all the formal admissibility requirements will be rejected and will not be admitted
ta the quality assessment under the concerned step of the procedure (1% or 2™ Step). Lead Applicants
will be informed about the reasons of rejection at the end of the formal assessment phase.

The maximum score for quality assessment under the 1° Step of the selection procedure is 75
points, resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid. A project
proposal will not be eligible to be invited fo the 2° Step procedure if it achieves a score lower than 70%
of the maximum score; .

At the end of the 1° Step of the selection procedure, the JMC elaborates and approves a single
ranking list of all the project proposals eligible to be invited to the 2° Step procedure.

The first 5 projects for each Strategic theme of the ranking list with the highest scores will be invited fo
the 2° Step of the selection procedure.

In case two or more projects have the same scores, priority will be given to projects that achieve the
higher score under the Section C "Quality of the proposal partnership” of the evaluation grid. In case of
further equality, the pricrity will be given fo projects ‘with the higher score under the other Sections of
the evaluation grid, taking into account the following order of precedence; Section A “Consistency with
the Programme strategy”; Section B "Cross border character of the mterventlon" Section [} "Quality of
the intervention and value for money”.

Lead Applicants invited to the 2° Siep procedure may be required by the JMC to improve the proposal
as o add or replace project pariner/s in order to better pursue the project's objectives.

The maximum score for qualifty assessment under the 2° Step of the selection procedure is 100
resulting from the sum of the points assigned to each section of the evaluation grid.

A project proposal will not be efigible for funding if:

a) it achieves a score lower than 80 points; or

b) it does not achieve at least half of the points foreseen in each section of the evaluation grid.

In case where two or more projects have the same scores (in the 2™ step), priority will be given to
projects that achieve the higher score under the Seclion D "Quality of the intervention” of the
evaluation grid. In case of further equality, the pricrity will be given to projects with the higher score
under the other Sections of the evaluation grid, taking intc account the following order of precedence:
Section C “Financial and management capacity; Section A "Consistency with the Programme
strategy”; Section B "Cross border character of the interventicn”; Section E "Budget of the project”.

13-
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Once the quality assessment of the 2™ Step has been performed, Strategic projects, will be llsted
under each Strategic Theme in a final ranking list approved by the JMC. According fo this list, one
Strategic projects (where possible, per Theme), with the highest score, may be financed. After that, if
there is still unallocated funds of this Call, the next projeci(s} from any Theme under the same
Programme Priority with highest score among all the Strategic Theme of this Call may be financed.

Projects will be financed if all the conditions set out by law and by the JMC (if any) have been
complied with,

At the end of the whole procedure, the MA adopts an administrative act regarding the JMC decision
and the closure of the step selection procedure by reporting the quality assessments and the
mgtivation of rejection of projects.

The titles and acronyms of projects financed, the list of the involved Final Beneficiaries and the
amount of Community funding allocated to the projects will be published in the Programme website
according to the Article 62 of the Regulation (EC) n. 718/2008. Lead Applicants whose projects have
been rejected and Lead Applicants whose projects have been financed will receive a notice from the
MA with the results of the selection procedure to the fax number indicated in the Declaration of the
Applicant or to the following fax number timely and duly indicated by the Lead Applicant.

i

5.11. APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE FIRST STEF PROCEDURE

The project proposal must be in English in all its parts. National language may be used where it is
alfowed within the forms required by this CaEl The supportmg documents related fo the Lead Applicant
may be provided in national Ianguage

-

The Application package for the first step procedure has to contain the following elements:

a) Strategic project proposal filled in all its parts.
b) Commitment documents of each Final Beneficiary.
c} Supporting documents of the Lead Applicant (only in case it'is a body governed by public law).

Lead Partner as Lead Applicant is the body allowed to submit the Application package: .

A) Strategic project proposal. It must be filled in the appropriate form published in the Programme
website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the paper version is the original. The
electronic version has to be provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate technical support.
As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in original each page
of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single document. ‘

B) Commitment documents:

1. Declaration of the Lead Applicant. The Lead Applicant must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

2. Expression of interest. Each potential project partner must declare its legal status and that it
doesn't fall in one of the situations for grants' exclusion as referred in above section 6.4, by
using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided.

C) Supporting documents. Lead Applicants whlch are bodies governed by public law must prove

their legal status with the following documents:

o certification of the legal personaility status;

o statute and

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Beneficiaries which,
according to their national law, do not need to establish balance sheet should provide the closest
equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do

-14-
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not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan. ' ‘

The supporting docurﬁents provided have to be marked as “certified copy” by any authorized person,
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the declaring person
needs to be annexed to the certified copies.

In order to check out that the project partner meets all the criteria required under Article 1.9 of
Directive 2004/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 March 2004, the MA may
require to provide clarification which could be supported by the project partner with appropriate
documents.

A photocopy of the identification document of the signatory person needs to be included to the
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack.

Where Lead Applicants have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior selection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no modification occurred and that they point out when they have been
provided. .

- The Application package for the first step procedure must be received by the Managing Authority at
latest on G2M1/2012 (2"“’ November 2012} by 14:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour).

In order to ensure transparency of the selection procedure and equal treatment towards to all Lead
Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, only once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as follows:

§. 12. APPLICATION TERMS FOR THE SECOND STEP PROCEDURE

Only Lead Applicants selected for the second step procedure will be invited by the MA to submit the
final Application package. :

The final project proposal must be in English in all its parts. National language may be used where it
is aflowed within the forms required by this Call. The supporting documents of Final Beneficiaries may
be provided in national language. ‘

The final Application package for'second step procedure includes the following documents:

A} Final strategic project proposal. It must be filled in the appropriate form published in the
Programme website and provided in a paper and electronic version. Only the paper version is the
original. The electronic version has to be provided in CD-Rom or DVD or in any other appropriate
technical support. As a rule of admissibility of the project proposal, the Lead Applicant has to sign in
original each page of the paper version and bound together all the sheets in one single object. -

B} Commitment documents: )
1. Expression of interest. Only new potential project partner that joined the project proposal under
the 2™ step of selection procedure must provide this document where it declares its legal status and
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using the appropriate form. Original copy must be provided. _
2. The “de minimis” Declaration. All project partners (Lead Applicant excluded) have to provide their
own declaration by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call and signed by the legal or
duly authorized representative. Original copy must be provided.

3. Final Beneficiary bank account identification notice. Each Final Beneficiary has to provide this
notice by using the form provided by the Programme for this Call. o
4. Letter of Association. Where project foresees this kind of bodies, a commitment document should
be issued by associates by using the appropriate form. Criginal copy must be provided.

C) Information documents:

1. Project budget breakdown has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call. '

2. Project investment details has to be provided by using only the form provided by the Programme
for this Call and if the Strategic project proposed foresees investments.

Both these two forms have to be provided both in paper copy and in electronic version. The-electronic
version, in Excel format, can be provided by any electronic means (CD-Rom, DVD, USB pen-drive,
efc) and it must be identical to the printed one; in case of differences, the paper copy prevails.

D) Supporting documents. Each Final Beneficiary (L.ead Applicant and public bodies excluded) has

to provide copies of the following documents:

o cerification of the legal personality status;

o statuteand '

o balance sheet for the most recent year that accounts are closed. Final Beneficiaries which,
according to their national law, do not need to establish balance sheet should provide the closest
equivalent, e.g. a statement of income and expenditures. Newly founded organisations, which do
not yet have balance sheets and profit and loss account available, should attach their business
plan.

The supporting documents provided have to be marked as "certified copy" by any authorized person,
as a self-declaration. In this case, a photocopy of the identification document of the declarant needs to
be annexed to the certified copies.. Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing
Authority the required supporting documents during any prior selection procedure for grants, they
could be exempted to submit the same documents, provided that no modification occurred and that
they point out when they have been provided.

In case of Final Beneficiaries located outside the Programme eligible area, but with a branch office in
the eligible area, this kind of Beneficiaries have to provide legal documents (administrative or
accounting documentation) proving the existence of the local organisational unit in the Programme
area as required in § 7 of the Call. A :

A photocopy of the identification document of the signatory person needs to be included to the Final
Strategic Project Proposals Application Pack. '

Where Final Beneficiaries have already provided to the Managing Authority the required documents
during any prior selection procedure for grants, they could be exempted to submit the same
documents, provided that no modification occurred and that they point out when they have been
provided.

The Application package must be received by the Managing Authority at latest on the sixtieth day from
when the letter of invitation to apply to the second step procedure was sent by fax. The delivery must
be carried out by 17:00 Rome time (UTC/GMT+1 hour) of the expiration date.

In order to ensure transparency of the selection procedure and equal treatment towards to all Lead

Applicants, the Application package has to be sent by express courier, anly once and all documents
must be included within a duly sealed envelope, which must be addressed and marked as follows:
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5.15. GROUNDS FORREJECTION

13.1. Grounds for Application rejection
Projects submitted under the 1° Step procedure will be checked against a set of forma! eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Apphcatlon will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected: : :

A} The Application package has not been submitted in all its parts in due time according
fo the deadline set in the Call for proposals

B) The Application package has not been sent to the ‘required address, in a duly sealed

-_envelope and with the appropriate marking

C) Lead Applicant had used a project proposal Form dlfferent than the Strategic project
proposal form provided by the Programme for this Call

D) The project proposal (paper version) was not duly signed on each page by the Lead
Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not bind .in a single
document

E} The Declaration of the Lead Apphcant has not been provided in the due form or it has
not been duly signed in handwriting by the legal or authorized representative.

F) The project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts and sectlons as
required

G) The project proposal clearly does not clearly indicate the efigible Strategic Theme to
which it is referred

H) The project closure is foreseen beyand 31 March 2016

I) The minimum partnership (including the minimum participating countries represented)
rule established for a project proposal has not been complied with

J} The Lead Applicant is not eligible because:

1. its legal status doesn't comply with the requirements of this Call;

2. Itwill carry out undertakings activities in the project;

3. It falls under one of grounds for exclusion set by Section 6.4 of the Call.

4. 1t had already submitted, as Lead Applicani, another project proposal under the same
Gall for Sirategic Projects Proposals .

K) The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents or | © . § q0i
clarification within the expiration term as required ST e

Prdjects submitted under the 2° Step procedure will be checked against a set of formal eligibility and
admissibility criteria. The whole Application will be rejected when at least one of the following
conditions had been detected:

A} The Application package has not been submitted in all its parts in due time according to |-
the deadline set in the invitation letter K

B) The Application package has not been sent to the requtred address in & duly sealed |~
envelope and with the appropriate marking

C) Lead Appiicant had used a Form different than the Final Strategic project proposal form
provided by the Programme for this Call o

D) The Final Strategic project proposal (paper version) was niot duly signed on each page | . §12
by the Lead Applicant representative and all pages of this proposal was not hind in a SR
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single document i .
E)} The Final Strategic project proposal is not written in English language in all its parts |- §12 T
" and sections as required :
F} The minimum partnership (including the minimum participating countries represented) |- §4

rule established for a project proposal has not been complied with

G) The Programme grants foreseen for the Final Strategic project proposal or the [~ . .07
contribution required for each project pariner does not comply with, the thresholds set | o §8e -
out by this Call ' e

H) The Lead Applicant had been changed between the 1% and the 2™ step, as well as, [

other obligatory part/s of the Final Strategic Project proposal has/have been modn" edin|  §4 -
confrast with the rules set out by the Call. - :
} The Lead Applicant didn't provide the supplementary information, documents or | §'1'0‘:

clarification within the expiration term as required

J} The Final Strategic project closure is foreseen beyond 31 March 2016 . §4

13.2. Grounds for Final Beneficiary rejection

A Final Beneficiary (which means a partner of a Strategic Project) will be assessed {cnly one fime)
against a set of formal eligibility and admissibility criteria foilowing the rules set hereto (this paragraph
not regards the eligibility and admissibility assessment of the Lead Applicant).

1)

2)

a)
b)
c)
d}
e)

Itis not eligible to join the Strategic Project Proposal if:

It is not a legal person; ,

It is not a body with nationality from one of Programme Participating Country;
It is a firm but not a SME (mif:ro enterprise included);

It is a Serbian enterprise (SME);

It falls in one of situatidns listed under Section 6.4 above;

It is nof admitted fo join the Strategic Project Proposal if;

a)
b)
c)
d}
e)
f)

g)
h}

It filled in wrongly the Expression of Interest: title or project acronym, body name;

It didn't sign the Expression of Interest in handwriting;

The Expression of Interest was signed by an unautherized person;

The Expression of Interest has heen modified from the form provided by the Programme;

It filed in wrongly the “de minimis" Declaration: title ot project acronym, body name,;

It didn't sign the “de minimis" Declaration in handwriting;

The "de minimis" Declaration was signed by an unauthorized person;

The “de minimis" Declaration has been modified from the form provided by the Programme.
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PrOjects submitted under the 1° Step procedure will be assessed against a set of quality assessment

criteria® as follows:

Sections/ N R ' R - | Max
criteria n. Quahty assessment criter_la under the 1 step nf the.selectlon procedure. ' value
A Strateglc relevance (max ‘15) : S L : 15
a1 Does the project contribute to achlevmg general and spemf ic objectwes of the concemned Stretegm theme 5
) in the Programme area?
a.2 Is the profect in compliance with the refevant EU policies and horlzontal issues? s
a3 Are the project objectives coherent with the national and sub-national policies of the territories| &
’ participating in the project?
B | Cross-border character of the interventior: , R 10 -
b How many Adriatic Countries are present in the pro;e-‘:t7 (6 Countrles D pomts 7 Countﬂes 3 pomts 81 5
e Countries: 5)
b.2 Does the project have a positive and- Iong Iastmg |mpact on the who!e Prograrnme area‘? §
€ ... | Quality of the proposed partnership - Sl o SUTEREGE 25
Does the l.ead Beneficiary have experience in cross—border or other mternat[onal pro;ect managemeni 5
c.1 and sufficient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the project and ceordination of a cross-border
partnership?
5
c.2 Is the partnership able to disclose results and impacts in the whole Programme area?
e.3 Does the partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concemned and the capacity to 5
. propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the teritories addressed?
o4 Does the partnership have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization and of awareness | 2
) raising and spreading of achievements in the territories, participating in the project?
Is the partnership  harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of representatweness 5
c.5 competences and active involvement in the project activities per Couniry regarding the Strategic Theme
concerned?
“ | Quality of intervention and value for money.’ o : , | 25
d1 Does the project contribute to the ach:evement of the Strateg:c theme obJecilves through achlevabfe 5
) ectlons'? .
' 5
d.z2 Are the activities clear, realistic and appropriate to achieve the objectives of the Strategic Theme?
Does the project foresee during its life-time concrete actions to ensure sustainability of its results after|{ 9
d.3 :
the Programme Contribution funding ends? .
5
d.4 Does the project represent a capitalization of previous experiences in different Programmes?
d.5 Is the budget rationally distributed among partners according to the role assigned to each of them?

? The sub-guestions to all the quality assessment criteria will be annexed to the Applicants’ Manual
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follows;

_Cons;stency wrth the Programme Strategy: .

Does the project contribute to achieving general and specific objectlves of the 6

al, concerned Strategic theme in the Programme area?
a.2 s the project in compliance with the relevant EU policies and the horizontal issues of 4
) the Programme and with the relevant EU rules (regulations, directives, etc.)?
a3 Is the project coherent with the national policies of the Countries participating in the 4
" operation? _
2.4 Is the project coherent with the sub-national public policies relevant for the involved 6
) territories?
B VCross~border chamcter of the mterventmn _ _
How many Adriatic Couniries are present in the prOJec:t'? (6‘ Cauntnes 0 pomts 7 7
b.1 5
Countries: 3 points; 8 Couniries: 5)
b.2 Are all compulsory activities fully implemented in all Countnes pamclpatlng in the 6
) project?
b.3 To what extent does the proposal ensure that projects are jointly developed, jointly 6
) implemented, jointly financed and that it has joint stafiing?
| Quality of the proposed partnership = S e

Does the Lead Beneficiary have experience in cross-border or other international
c.1 project management and sufficient capacities to ensure the good functioning of the 5
' project and coordination of a cross-border partnership? :

c.2 Is the partnership able to disclose results and impacts in the whaole Programme area? . 5

Does the partnership have competence in relation to the Strategic Theme concerned
c.3 and the capacity to propose, set up and implement policies and strategies for the 5
territories addressed?

Does the partnershtp have capacity of target groups and stakeholders mobilization and
c.4 of awareness raising and spreading of achievements in the terrilories, parlicipating in : 5
" | the project?

s the partnership harmonious, well balanced and complementary in terms of
c.5 representativeness, competences and active involvement in the project activities per 5
' Country regarding the Strategic Theme concemed? '

DY .| Quality of intervention:: .o e e LT 38

Are the activities, the work p[an and the timetable clear, reallst[c and apprnpﬂate to

da achieve the expected results and the objectives af the project? ®
Are tasks, aclivities and results clearly and appropriately distributed amaong the

d.2 L ) g s P, 6
Beneficiaries according to their territorial and institufional competences?

d.3 ls the project added value clearly identifiable in relation to the specific problems the 3

project is addressed to?

Does the project establish an organized and operational management system, able to
d4 ensure the adequate coordination of thé partnership, the monitoring and evaluation of 3
the activities progress, and the communication and publicity of the operation?

45 Do the project activities and results have the concrete and realistic possibifity to have a 4
” iollow up after the end of the Programme contribution?
- Ei | Budget of the profect. L St e s 48
e.l Does the prcject budget represent value for money? 7
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Are the esfimated expendilures rationally quantified for the full and satisfactory
implementation of the foreseen activities?

5.15. CONTRACT SIGNATURE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
. RULES o AN e

Lead Applicants of projects selected for funding will be required to sign the IPA Subsidy Coniract in
three copies and to provide an original copy of the Partnership Agreement signed by all the involved
Final Beneficiaries. Both the IPA Subsidy Contract and the Partnership Agreement are based on the
forms published in the Programme website. : .

The Lead Applicant must sent to the Managing Authority the contracting documents as required by
this Authority with the funding allocation letter (FAL). These documents must be sent within and not
later than 45 days from the receipt of the FAL. This is a mandatory term and its expiration, outside
from objective causes that have prevented the parties to sign or to provide timely the documents
above mentioned or from authorized cases ™, will cause the loss of grants to whole project.

The Managing Authority will sign the IPA Subsidy Contract after receiving the three copies already
signed by the Lead Beneficiary.

The IPA Subsidy Contract will determine the rights and responsibilities of the Lead Beneficiary and the
Managing Authority, the reference to the activities to be carried out, terms of funding, requirements for
reporting and financial controls, etc. A copy of the General Conditions and Forms of the IPA Subsidy
Contract and of the Partnership Agreement are published in the Programme website:
www.adriaticipacbc.org. :

If in case of an approved project, a partner, due to particular situation, decides to drop out the
partnership or it cannot be granted since it didn't provide the missed documents properly required, the
project shall be subject to a new quality assessment. This fact does not prevent to finance already
selected projects. ' ‘

A Final Beneficiary cannot be granted if it miss to provide the following documents to the Managing
Authority before the MA signature of IPA Subsidy Contract:

a) It didn't proved the power of attorney of signatory person in compliance with Statute rule or
national law quoted in its commitment documents;

b) it didn't provided a photocopy of identification document of who sign (legal representative or
delegated person) the commitment documents; :

c) Itdidn't provide the supporting documents as required in the Call;

d) It didn't provide the Final Beneficiary Bank Account Identification Naotice as required in the
Call;

e) It didn't provide the fulfilled form required to access to MIS (the Programme Management
Information System).

In case of financing to Final Beneficiary with a grant exceeding € 500.000, in accardance with Article
173(4) of the rules implementing the Financial Regulation (Commission Regulation (EC, EURATOM)
No 2342/2002), an audit report produced by an approved external auditor must be submitted by the
related Beneficiary. That report must certify the accounts for the last two financial years available. No'
financial audit shall be required to any public body.

10, . . . . : .
! [t is recommended to submit {he relevant consiruction pemmits no later than 6 months after signing the IPA Subsidy Confract,
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The contracting and implementing rules are described in the F’rograrnme Management and Control e
Manual as here referred.

The Managing Authority will assign an advance payment to the Lead Beneficiary up to 20% of
Community contribution allocated to the project in compliance with the contract provisions. The
advance payment is granted to Lead Beneficiaries under the condition that the Managing Authority will
recognize it where no financial risk has been detected towards any of the project partners. Where
required, an appropriate financial guarantee may be required to the Final Beneficiary involved. Public
bodies do not provide any financial guarantee.

in compliance with article 17.3 of General Conditions of the IPA Sub51dy Contract, as referred in § 17,
the Programme contribution to projects will be reduced if at the end of the 1% year of project
implementation, the expenditure is below 30% of the total project budget foreseen and updated at the
date of project's start. '

In compliance with art. 3.2 of General Conditions of the IPA Subsidy Contract, as referred in § 17, the
preparatory expenditures (WPQ) must be reported within the 31/10 of the same year when the IPA
Subsidy Contract had been signed by the contracting parties, otherwise it cannot be reported anymore
and the relative grants will be lose. '

According to Article 121 of EC Regulation n.718/2007, as amended by the EC Regulation n. 80/2010,
for the award of service, supply and work contracts, all Beneficiaries (public and private) of the
approved and funded projects must apply the procurement procedures for the “External aid rules’
established in Chapter 3 of Part 2, Titie IV of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Chapter 3
of Part 2, Title Ifl of Regulation (EC; Euratom) No 2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C
(2007) 2034 of 24 May 2007 on the rules and procedures applicable to service, supply and work
contracts financed by the general budget of the European Communities for the purposes of
cooperation with third countries. Guidelines for using these procedures are available on the
Programme website

http:/fiwww.adriaticipacbe.orgfindex. asg’?gage interna&ievel=implementation documents.

5.16. FURTHER INFORMATION

This Call, its annexes and any clarifications and information regarding the Call and the further
selection procedure will be avaitable on the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org .

. For any request please contact the Joint Technical Secretariat at the following addresses:

Joint Technical Sectetariat — IPA Adriatic CBC Programme — cfo Regione Abruzzo Servizio
Afttivitd Internazionali - Via Salaria Antica Est, n. 27 - 67100 E’Aquila - ltaly

E-mail address: info@adriaticipachc.org

.Fax address: +39 0862 22520

Additional information on project generation may be obtained from national info points, established in
participating countries. The addresses are available on the Programme website.

In the Programme website the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) are available giving information on
general issues or on Country related specific issues. JTS helps applicants to solve problems and
answers to specific questions mainly by email, even though it provides also support by phone for
technical issues, such as how to fill in some sections of the Forms included in the Application
Package.

Final Beneficiaries may put cjuestions in writing (email or fax) no later than 5 days before the closing
date for delivering the Application Package, and the JTS shall provide the answers to the questions in
writing no later than 2 days before the closing date. The JTS has no obligation to provide further
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.J_glefrifications after this date. In any case, JTS will provide information how to fill in the Forms provided
within the Call closing date.

No individual replies to queries with regard to the status of the selection procedure can be given in any
way.

In the interest of equal treatment of Lead Applicants, the Managing Authority cannot give a prior.
opinion on the compliance of the proposals with the eligibility and selection criteria. Questions that
may be relevant to other Lead Applicants, together with the answers, will ‘be published on the
Programme website.

in addition, during the course of the evaluation procedure important notices to Lead Applicants may be
published on the Programme website at www.adriaticipacbc.org together with the other documents
related to this call, as the need arises. The Lead Applicants are therefore strongly encouraged to
regularly consult this webpage.

§.17. MISCELLANEOUS AND RULES ON COMPLIANCE

1. The commitment and information documents as required must be provided by filling in the forms
published on the Programme website without any modifications, addition or erasing of content not
previously authorized by MA.

2. Where required, signature must be referred fo the signatory person. Additionally, the signature
must be handwritten, original, unique and made by using wet marking ink. It is not a valid
signature any sign that is printed or stamped. Electronic and stamp signature are not acceptable
in any case even if they are allowed by national law.

3. Any notification made by the Managing Authority/JTS will be carried out only by fax at the fax-
number indicated in the Declaration of Lead Applicant. The MA will keep appropriate records of .
notification to the Lead Applicants during the whole selection procedure and of the Lead-
Applicants fax number. Any variation of the fax number indicated in the Declaration of Lead
Applicant must be notified immediately to the Managing Authority/Joint Technical Secretariat. The
Managing Authority is not responsible if the fax number was wrongly indicated or not updated by
the Lead Applicant and the communication cannot reached the receiver indicated as contact
person in the Project Application Form. The reception of the fax by the addressee fax machine is
the legal evidence that the fax comunication was duly delivered to the contact perscn of the Lead
Applicant.

4. The stamp of duty office of the Managing Authority and the reference number given to Application
~ package is the only way to prove that the application had been received bhefore the expiration
term. ' .

5. Lead Applicants are aware of that the delivering of Application package is on their own
responsibility and the fact that the delivery carried out over the expiration term will be not’
accepted since it is not valid the date of sending as proved by any means. A failed delivery by

- force majeure or unforeseen incidents is on the own responsibility of Lead Applicants.

6. Personal data will be treated in compliance with the Programme privacy statement published on
Programme web-site: . :

http://www. adriaticipacbc.org/download/LEGAL FRAMEWORK/privacy/Privacy statement.pdf

7. Without prejudice to any right of Final Beneficiaries, a complaint against the resulis of selection

" procedure or against the exclusion of partner may be settled in amicable way before the
Managing Authority. For this purpose, the complainant shall communicate in writing the complaint
and its grounds to the MA within 30 day from the date of receipt of notice of exclusion. The
Managing Authority will reply within 20 caiendar days from the delivery date of the complaint.

8. Proceedings may be started at the Regional Administrative Court of L'Aquila - Italy.

-93.
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9.  Without any express reserve or refuse by the Lead Beneficiary regarding technical or commercial
secrets or preservation of rights or any of its project partners, the Managing Authority is entitied to
allow the complainant to have access to any information reported in the Project proposal, in
compliance with Abruzzo Regional Law No. 1/2000 ruling the access to file. An unofficial English
translation of this Statute is published on Programme website:
http://www.adriaticipachbc.org/download/LEGAL FRAMEWORK/Procedures granting access/Abr
uzzo%20Region Reg 1 2000 EN.pdf

5.16. REFERENCERULES

Before the submission of any project, pay attention to the following rules:

o Council Regulation (EC) No. 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA Regulation) and following integrations and amendments;

o Commission. Regulation (EC) n. 718/2007 of 12 June 2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC)
No. 10B5/2006 establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Implementing
Reguiation) and following integrations and amendments;

¢ IPA Adratic CBC Operational Programme 2007-2013 last approved version amended with EC
Decision C(2011) No. 3396 on 18.5.2011;

s External aid rules for the award of service, supply and work contracts, established by the
European Commission and indicated in the Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title IV of Regulation (EC,
Euratom) No. 1605/2002 and Chapter 3 of Part 2, Title lll of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No.
2342/2002, as well as Commission Decision C (2007) NO. 2034 of 24 May 2007.

o Regulation {(EC) No. 45/2001 as regarding the personal data processing;

Abruzzo Regional Law No 1/2000 as regarding the access to file of selection procedure;

s Programme Management and Control Manual, published in the Programme website:
http://www.adriaticipacbe.ora/download/Programme_Management and Control Manual.pdf

e IPA Subsidy Coniract and its General Conditions, both of them are published in the Programme
website:
hitp://www.adriaticipacbe. orqldownloadllMPE_EMENTING DOCUMENTS/Subsidy Contract Pack
Zip

a Partnership Agreement, published in ~ the Programme " website:

http://www.adriaticipacbc.org/download/IMPLEMENTING DOCUMENTS/IPA Partnership_Agree

ment_Form.pdf

Financial guarantee, published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org

%]
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§19.  ANNEXES AND FORMS

Here are annexed the following documents:

Annex |: Priority 1l - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue; Improvement of
mtegrated plans aimed at multi-modal solutions, especially links between coastal zones and hinterland
in the Adriatic area, including improvement of pori, airport systerns and connected services>

Annex II: Priority Il - Terms of reference for Strategic projects thematic issue: Promotion of common
models on sustainable transport services to improve finks in the Adriatic area inciuding improvement
of part, airport systems and connected services>

Annex lil: The Applicants’ Manual

The forms to apply under each step of the selection procedure are the following:
Forms for 1° Step:

1. Strategic project proposal for 1° step
2. Declaration of the Lead Applicant

_24 .-




T T IR R Adriatic Crevsysburder Cooperaton Progranime 2007 - 2013
I S s e Cal for Strategic Project Proposals — Priority 3

7 H

A h . .
347 Expression of interest

L3
\_Fﬁhf; for 2° Step:

Final Strategic Project proposal for 2° step

Expression of interest (only for a new pariner that joined the proposal under the 2° step)
The “de minimis” Declaration

Final Beneficiary bank account information notice

Letter of Association

Project budget break-down

Project investment details

NOO AWM

All forms are published in the Programme website: www.adriaticipacbe.org
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IPA Adriatic CBC Programme Joint Monitoring Cornmittee (JMC)
13* meeting — Trieste. 27 July 2012

1C’s DECISIONS

ITEM 5.1 Detailed information on Progmmme‘ implementation also at level of ordinary
projects financed under the 1° Call o

The JMC approves the JTS’ prc;posal on technical assistance Action Plan for seducing the de-
commifment risk annexed to the present document. T :

ITEM 4.4. Reorganization JTS structure

The JMC agrees on adopting option A proposed by the MA, that will provide information on the tasks
assigned to each expert of the JTS. : ' o

The proposal is annexed to the present docutnent.

ITEM 4.1. TA resources: use of the remaming resources

1) The Audit Authority explains the reasons for the request to mcrease the budget sllocation for an
amount of 15.800 Euros (iotal zmount 79.000 Buros) to be spent for the meetings to be held with the
Group of Auditors. '

Upon Greece’s proposal the JMC decides, as showed it the table annexed to the present document, not
to approve the allocation of additional 79.000 Euros, but to use the remaining resources, namely
500.000 Euros, coming up from the difference between the total amount allocated of 800.000 Enros
and 500.000 Euros committed for the render of TA already signed.

2) as for the financial table concerning the Programme Technical Assistance Financial Plan the JMC
approves the adoption of the following budget changes: '

2) to use the amount of 50.000 Euros allocated per Country (Italy excluded) not only for
Communication activities but also for potential and not envisaged activities that might be necessary
during the Programme implementation; . ‘

b) to accept the request submitred by Seirbian delegation to allocate the amount of 50.000 Euros (fas
%mmag%%aﬁ) and 73.592 Euros (for Serbian FLCO activities for the period starting from
October 2012 unti the end of 2015).

c) to allocate 20.000 Buros for the reotganization of the JTS structure as proposed by the MA.
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ITEM 6.1. Call for Strategic Project Proposals
The JMC approves the deaft of the Call for Strategic Project Proposals in the version 2.2.
ITEM 6.2. Application Package and ITEM 6.3. T.0.R. Micto Themes

" The JMC dedides to approve under Wnttcn Proce.dule the Applicants’ manual and the Terms of
Reference on the themes. C)

ITEM 6.4. T.o.R. External Experts
The JMC decides to approve the draft on T.o.R. of the External Experts in the version (.6

Read a.md signed:

"_Ma.uagmg Authority: /QUld)'Q l«\ly

Talian delegauon \'/7

Croatian delegation: aé%? Eﬂm

Greek delegatian' L’j"“/’L" l/T,“
/

1}
I/

Albanian delegation:

Montenegrin delegation: 4‘4\/ @
Bosnian delegation: ? ;g?fﬁiu o’ f’/ O_(;é

Serbian. delegation:

¢

Slovenian dalegatlon@ L( VL W —L
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